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I made "Fucking Trans Women" #0 over the course of a year or so all by myself. It would not have been 
possible, though, without your support. Finishing this zine in Iowa was hard, and I sincerely appreciate 

the help of everyone who even asked about the project; your words kept me going. 

Thank you to all of you who gave your encouragement, your dollars for paper and glue sticks (I actually 
did use them for that,) your kind words, your input, your love, your like. 

Thank you to everyone who helped me think this project through, from start to finish: Cherry, Molly, 
Annie, Tom, Julie, Laura E., and everyone else. 

Very special thanks to Genne Murphy. 

-Mira Bellwether 
Oc tober 20 l O -

I did this issue myself, now it's your turn. 
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"Here we were at the 
beginning or end of the 
world and I, 

m my sumptuous sh,

was in myself the fruit
of the tree of knowledge;

knowledge had made me,
I was a man-made masterpiece 

of skin and bone, 
the tecbnolo · cal E · 
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My original motive for starting this zine was simple: I wanted to talk to other trans 
women about how we like to fuck. Although over the last two years rve found other 
reasons for making this zine, the overall motive has remained basically the same: to
generate conversations about sex with trans women with the knowledge that the more we 
talk to each other and our lovers about how we like to fuck, the better off we'll all be. 

It can be difficult to see certain topics as anything except problems. Most people I've 
talked to dread the seemingly inevitable difficult conversations with lovers who haven't 
been with trans women before. Hard subjects come up and sometimes have to be discussed 
on the spot just as with any sexual relationship. But there's no reason for us to enter these 
conversations unprepared, nor is there any reason why we can't prep our lovers for these 
conversations with a little reading material drawn from our own experiences. More than 
one of my lovers, in fact basically all of them, has at one time or another lamented that 
there's no "instruction manual" for my body. Even if they haven't put it in those terms they 
have shared a frustration with frequently lacking the vocabulary, the experience, or the 
knowledge to be the best lover they can be. I can sympathize. I've had to learn all kinds of 
stuff about my body on the fly that I would rather not have learned the hard way. I'vehad 
to invent words, metaphors, and stories, to explain to myself and to others how I think my 
body works, and what it can do . 

There are a ew p at e zine. One of them is that we benefit 
from sharing knowledge. Another is that the form of someone's body doesn't necessarily 
determine what that body means, how it works, or what it can do. That is to say that just 
because what's in my crotch looks like a penis doesn't necessarily mean that it works like a 
penis. In point of fact it doesn't , at least not most of the time. I also believe that one of the 
best tools we have at our disposal for figuring out our bodies, for learning about them and 
coming to delight in them, is experience. Someone else might say "exploration" or 
"experimentation" and mean something similar to what I mean. I'm talking about starting 
from data and working toward conclusions rather than the opposite; something very much 
like sexy mad science (white lab coats and leather gloves optional) 

?' 
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OR VM TROPRIA NATVRA ET OPERATIONE• 
Jis Noordt. I RIO Aquilo; Noordrnoordt ooft... 

I'm talking about beginning with sensation. not with names, vocabulary, or the 
things we think we know about our bodies. I'm talking about the kind of earnest self 
investigation behind using a mirror to look at parts of yourself you couldn't otherwise see. 
I'm talking about keeping an open mind (and possibly a joumal) about your body and 
considering the distinct possibility that you are looking at uncharted territory. 

Here be dragons and sea monsters, my fellow genital cartographers, and we have a 
lot to learn from poking them. Let the metaphors, the language, the analogies come 
afterward. They are helpful, but I believe with great conviction that what I have between 

• my legs is not a metaphor or an analogy but something new and wonderful. Best to begin 
from the beautiful explosive moments of pleasure and discovery, and to let the rest come 
after. 

Since the first call for submissions, since the second call, what has changed? 
What his this project become? This zine still basically answers the question 
it originally asked, "How," as in "how do we have sex?" but it is becoming 
something even more than a how-to guide. It is becomin a kind of cookbook. 

Th zine is not to provide an authoritative instruction manualor 
e goal • sexualities This isn't a

anything close to a complete understanding of trans women • fuck as there are 
definitive "how-to" or an instructable, because there are as m8:°y ways . 

all know that there are certain patterns t at crop up m 
sexual encounters. However, we if the are only mental notes on what 

d l liv We keep notes even ey • 
our sex lives an ove d don't like We owe it to ourselves and to each other 
works best and what our loverslike and · sh • · s 
to share this information for our mutual benefit. We have to start aring recipe · 

"F uking Trans Women" is basically a cookbook: a cookbook still in 
friends and your lovers. The recipes are for good sex, 

progress, created by you, your tio . tense pleasure, hot fucking, sharing new ideas, and 
tenderness, better communicationn, The more we all contribute the larger the cookbook 
developing and sharing techniques , to them You can 
grows and if you don't like the recipes you see there s no pressure use . If 

• · · · te · s for desserts rather than soups, so to spe • 
start a whole new section, write(ahem) might write something about that. If you have 
you're especiallygood at sauces you ,_.. . 

1 something to say about table manners, writeabout it. 

. This first issue, the zero issue, is yourinvitation to send in
- in your drawings,your journal entries, your essays, your flowcharts your recipesSend 

wordless instructions, step by step instructions lists of arts, youyour Ikea style 
strips * anything*, This . . This . o your favonte ways to fuck, comic S .' \ . 18 your zine. IS your conversation. Whatever
contribution is, it is important. It is necessary. your 

D IE S. Euroafter, Bumdtbundtooft I 
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Speaking of Language 

One point that came up again and again in surveys, and in my own head, was that language was 

going to be an extremely important ingredient to any good discussion of sex with trans women. I hear 
this point and feel it deeply. Ultimately there was a choice: what do 1 call things? You will see how I 
handled that question in various articles, but for now a bit of forewarning: generally speaking I did pick a 
word for most things and just rolled with it. The alternative, it seemed to me, was writing a zine that 
was incomprehensible. You may disagree with that, and if so, 1 will hear you out. In future issues any 
number of things may change significantly. But for this issue, I basically tried to pick the word that felt 
both direct and kind without making the topic incomprehensible. One good example of this is the word 

"fuck," which two or three people objected to. 

' We deserve to have

sex without it
b becoming a

dender",.1 J ~,.. studies
class

Do I critically interrogate that word and ex I' . . 
This zine isn't "Explaining Trans Women,, 't' "F ki~ icate all of its problematic connotations? FUCK NO. 

• , 1 s uc ng Trans Women " 1 h d . 
covered ,n this particular zine switch tracks and h . • ave no esire to let the issues 
and how we do it, not a meta-conversation abo ct ange entirely. The question at hand is what we do 
tweaking of language? Yes Is there room f u, conversation. Is there room for gentle and casual 

h 

· or a ecture on terminology? N t 11 h 
can appen elsewhere you can even .

1 
· 

0 
rea y. T at conversation 

here. At the end of th~ day you have~~:'. ;e or c~II me to talk, but it really doesn't need to happen 
talk about fucking. ,c a wor , and that's what 1 did. "FuckN is the word I use to 

_______ ..... 

4) 
CONSIDER THIS YOUR TRIGGER WARNING'-"-

·- -- -- --
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Some Basic Facts About Penises 

The org.,., that we call the penis on most people assigned male at birth 1s an interesting and fun piece of 

b10log1tal equipment, or at least 1t can be. It's easy to feel either confused or 1ntim1dated by biological penises. 

they have a reputation for being incredibly simple organs but also for being dangerous, confusing, messy, and 
selfish The truth is that they aren't necessarily any of these things, not even necessarily •a penis• depending on 
the person and the moment Most of our preconceptions about them are basically nonsense, and I think this 1s 

especially true for penises that belong to trans women. The nature of a penis 1s defined by how 1t 1s used and 
what we understand it to be. A different take on a penis, a different perspective, can produce a completely 

different experience 

But personally I don't like to take someone to bed without having at least some idea of what 1s going to 

work and what isn't. The trick, I think, 1s to balance what you've already learned with the usual, expected 
conversations with lovers about what they want , and what will or won't work for them. In other words, it's nice 
to have some vocabulary but also to be adaptable and ready to learn as you go. So let' s have some facts on the 

ground, keeping in mind that your mileage may vary Every body 1s different and nothing is true for everyone. 
Still, here are a few very basic but useful things I know about biological penises that can help you get the most out 
of them, especially 1f you feel inexperienced. As always, keep your communication lines open before, during, and 
after sex, and solicit as much feedback as possible. When you want to know how to do something better, ask. 

When you want someone to change what they are doing, ask. 

Frenutum 

The Glans & Friends 

#1: The most sensitive part Is the head. The glans (head) is the most sens1t1ve part of the 

penrs. It contains the greatest number of nerve endings and these are distributed fairly evenly 
across its surface. Like the cltt many penises have a hood, the foreskin, which protects the head 

and keeps it moist . Circumcision doesn' t affect the sensitivity of the glans directly but 
circumcised penrses do require more lubrication to reach the same level of sensitivity in the 

glans. Just ltke the cht, when the glans is properly stimulated 1t generates an intense amount of 
sexual pleasure. Stimulation of the glans alone can generate enough pleasure to produce 
orgasms independently of the rest of the penis. If you want to give someone with a penis a truly 

memorable orgasm, my advice ts to start with the head and stay focused on 1t. When a penis 1s 
recervmg pleasure or being pleasured this is almost always where you should concentrate your 

energy I think it's often useful to frame penile activities In those terms, the pents receiving 
pleasure, as a reminder that you' re working with an extraordinarily complex, sensitive organ and 

not Just a phallus. Certainly the simplest method of fucking with a penis is "insert and repeat" 
but that shouldn' t be the lrmit of what we think a penrs is capable of. 

In general the glans likes gentle-moderate pressure, lubrication, and lots of sensation. 



#2: Penises are cllts. Structurally, penises are almost identical to clitorises because both 
develop from the same basic tissues. This is a fairly well-known fact these days but It bears repeating 
Both the penis and the clitoris are composed of erectile tissue, both have a head and shaft, and 
circulation and Innervation are more or less the same for both. Contrary to popular belief penises and!·J;;;; 
cl its have approximately the same number of nerve endings, although In the clitoris a greater number 
are concentrated In the head. Sexually speaking the most significant variations between biological 
clitorises and penises are probably shape and the placement of the urethra. More of the cllt extends 
into the body and more of the penis extends outward; penises generally (but not always) contain the 

urethra. 

Corpus 
Spqngiosum 

UrettTo 

#3: Penises are soft. I can't say this 
enough because it Is such an important 
and frequently ignored fact: most of the 
time a biological penis is neither rock­
hard nor an inflexible rod. They're not 
supposed to be. The natural, resting 
state of the penis is soft. Unsolicited 
erections happen relatively Infrequently 

after the teen years and 
• voluntary boners 

appear in the dictionary under the entry 

"diminishing returns." 

most penises could never compete with 
a good dildo on hardness. And those 
that go the distance are putting 
themselves at long-term risk: erections 

that last longer than an hour or so 
without interruption can cause 
permanent damage to the vascular 

system of the penis. 
We know both 

statistically and anecdotally that penises 
are far from permanently-engorged 
crotch-rocks, and yet almost all sexual 
discourse on penises Is on erect penises, 
hard penises, penetrating penises. 

. , 

If you already hove lots of 
experiences with biological 
cllts but not with penises, try 
treating penises /Ike large cfits, 
which they basically ore. 
I dare you. 

Some techniques will translate 
better than others. But the 
similarities are greater than 
the differences and even when 
things don't work you con still 
laugh and hove fun. 
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Why Is this significant? Because the operating assumption in our culture is that only hard 
penises can have sex, that soft penises can't have sex and aren't sexy. This is deeply, deeply incorrect. 
The major difference between a soft penis and· a hard penis isn't whether it can have sex, not whether it 
can give and receive pleasure, only whether it is hard and can penetrate. That's it. That's the 
difference. Hardness. And yet there is almost no writing about sex and soft penises except about how 
to "fix" them by making them hard. It's hard, so to speak, for us to seriously consider the concept of sex 
with a soft penis because we've been indoctrinated to laugh at the idea. Penises are supposed to be 
hard, penetrating organs, and definitely not sexy when soft. It's not very fashionable to talk about 
phallocentnsm these days, but I can't think of a better word for the assumption that someone's private 
parts are useless because they're not hard and, well, phallic. 

To put it simply, this is stupid. It's stupid to keep acting like penises are worthless when they are 
soft, whether that softness lasts a day or six years. We are smarter than that, and it is time to start 
acting like it. We owe It to the penises in our communities to start playing with them and pleasuring 
them when they're soft. I think it's a particularly good idea to do this because soft penises are a lot of 

fun that we're not having, for no good reason . 

Contrary to popular belief, a soft penis is not a "Do Not Disturb" sign. Neither is it an accurate 
indicator of someone's interest, mood, energy level, or libido. Boners are fickle. Sometimes it's not in 
the cards. Then again, sometimes a boner just happens and the only thing on your mind is how much 
you don't feel like having one. Your lover-with-a-penis could be counting the seconds until they can get 
you alone and do filthy, unspeakable things to you and their penis might not so much as twitch. If your 
lover is a trans woman, there's a rock-solid chance that this happens all the time. There's an equally 
good chance that it never happens at all. For some of us on testosterone blockers no force in the world 
could summon an erection. For others there' s an impact, and for some there's almost no change 
whatsoever. 

Regardless of how often you have one on your hands, a soft penis doesn' t need to be anything 
other than an opportunity to find out what else it can do besides fill up with blood and poke things. !:11 . = :• 
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#4: Frenulum and Corona. There are 
two areas of the glans that are 

especially sensitive for most penises. 
The first is the frenulum, the t rip of 
flesh on the underside of the penis 
that connects the glans to the shaft. 
The most sensitive part of the 
frenlum is where it meets the head r,e:t,~, an'ci ,y~u 

• · , • · 1 and forms a sort of Atari symbol, a 

l
•COf,f mak~ If delta The delta of the frenulum is 
o·";;I.,.. t'.,.,~• f;.,,. very, very sensIt1ve to stimulation. . :F .,.;;;...u:~~ · Another part of the glans that Is m.-.~ _ c our rJ particularly sensitive IS the nm, the 

~•:,"(~ ., corona. The least sensate part of a 
:,'!J,it~ft, penis is the shaft. 
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Sensitive Areas of the Glans 
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#5: Bloodflow. On the other hand, although the shaft doesn't feel as much sensation, it likes a 

different kind altogether, the kind that comes from pressure. Bloodflow can be a really important part 
of pleasuring a penis and the place to control it is the shaft. Blood enters and leaves the penis at the 
base of the shaft on the underside. It fills the spongy and cavernous tissues of the penis to create 
erections of varying degrees. Erections are maintained by the relatively slow release of blood from the 
penis back into the veins as they exit. When a penis has trouble staying hard, sometimes this Is an effect 
of leaky blood vessels. The more blood that's in the penis the stiffer it gets and the more taut the skin 
on the shaft and glans. By increasing pressure to the shaft and squeezing the base of the penis you can 
keep blood in almost any penis. Once it's in there you'll be able to move It around by squeezing and 
applying pressure to different parts of the shaft. 

------

Glans o4 

F ten"""" Cl 
preovco 

Penle1.sp!,e-..--

POMNI p 

Mu,--.....,t-. 
(A) lnf1rfot view 

------=--r----

-------
Wrap your hand around the base 
of the penis. Y~~ finger will 
lie directly acros~~~ spot where 
the dorsal veins and rterle~ enter 
the penis. 

Corcus 
1p01igkla11m 

(C) Croe.Ndton&I view 
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1 #6 Don't neglect the undercurtage. 

You may know the perineum by 
another name, the ' taint,' the fleshy strip 

of skin between the asshole and the 
genitals. The sens1t1ve line that you will 
see running down the middle is the 

penneal body, and beneath that Is the 
prostate (internally.) 

The penis, the perineum, the 
prostate, and the anus share several 
nerves, and the perineum seems to like 
those stimulated with pressure. Try 
rubbing the taint at the same time that 

you suck or rub the glans. Fun times I 

10 

I • • 
~ ke about grinding 
and dry humping all 
-you want, pressure 

feels 

ujJ 
/£ I ~ ~\ 

go\ 
The taint Is also a great place to use 
a vibrator: several major nerve clusters either terminate or 
pass through the perineum. Including the nerve that causes 
ejaculation. The same nerve branches out to the prostate and 
the cllt/penls. 

The expensive device ,,1111 
test and eitecute mo<e 
science than ever before 

1 Sc1ent1sts make sure 
machine's On/Ott button s 
<;>#IIChed to On 

2 Par1s of the machine 
bee,n to mowe. at f,rst 
~lowly. and ther rap,dly 

3 A lot Jf science beiins 
to i:ener c1te 

4 Waoy 1!1111~ hgtit up 
and sounds of ti-under 
happen 

5 S::1ence ends 



#7: _Nerves, nerves, nerves. The penis is an organ 
designed to experience pleasure and the way it 
experiences th.at pleasure Is through nerves, which 
are stretched hke a thick web through the penis and 
crotch. This sounds obvious, but it can be easy to 
overlook the delicate nature of these nerves and 
treat the penis like a hunk of meat instead of a 
delicate i~~trument. Because, well, the only way we 
ever see ,tis from the outside, where ,t looks like a 
sausage, not a spider web. KnOWing the locations of 
nerve ~roups and what they connect to will give you 
better mslght Into the various ways that we 
e)(J)erlence pleasure. 

If the nerves of the penis were celebrities, the 
most famous would be the pudenda! nerve, although it 
would have to change its name to something with more 
pizzau. Let's call it the P Nerve. This is the nerve we 
most often aim to stimulate during sex because it 
generates the spasms in muscles around the clitoris or 
penis that produce orgasms and ejaculations. The P 
Nerve begins in the sacrum at the base of the spine and 
then forms three branches. One branch goes to the anal 
sphincter, one to the perineum, and the last branch 
becomes the Dorsal Ne!'Vt! of the Phallus. (Medical 
literature calls it either the dorsal nerve of the penis or 
dorsal nerve of the clitoris but they have identical 
functions.) The P nerve is the easiest nerve to stimulate 
to produce an orgasm. It Innervates most of the skin and 
body of the penis. 

The P nerve Is 
repsonslble for most 
orgasms and 
ejaculation. It runs up 
either side of the penis 
along the shaft and then 
terminates In nerve 
endings distributed 
throughout the glans. 

--~--



ranches of he Genitofemoral Nerve 

There are three other maJor nerve groups that also generate 
sexual pleasure. The medical names for these are the i1101nguinal 
nerve branch, the genitofe ~ral nerve branch, and the inferior 
hypogastnc plexus. Catchy Let's give them some abbreviated names 
too. We can call them the I nerve, the G Nerve, and the Plexus Nerves: 

P, I, G, and Plexus. Pig plexus. 

12 

ruses a surrounding structures they are laid out as 
follows: the I nerve runs through the inguinal canals, the base or root of 
the penis, and the upper part of the scrotum. The G nerve runs 
through the Ing ulna I canals and connects to the spermatic cord, 
scrotum, and the Insides and tops of the thighs. Stimulating these parts 
of the thighs generates a reflex that tightens the muscles of the groin 
and pulls the testicles up toward the body, and also supports erections. 
Weird but true, and a possible explanation for awkward boners from 
lap-sitting. And finally the Plexus Nerves, whi<:h connect to the 
prostate, the anus, the pelvis, the spermatic cord, the seminal vesicles, 
the inside of the penis (corpus cavemosa , and the urethra. 

is IS a very con u ll& 0 eep tra of, but notice that these 
nerve structures overlap and connect all sorts of likely and unlikely 
areas together. It's helpful to remember that penis doesn't exist in a 
-~acuum . other areas like the anus, the scrotum, the testicles, the 
ngu1nal ~nals, and the prostate are primary sources of stimulation. 

T'.'f wor1ung more than one of these nerve clusters or the same ones ·n 
different places. 

1 

. What's important to remember is how interconnected 
everyth1n~ IS, espeoally the asshole, the penis, and the entire structure 
of the testicles and scrotum. 
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Some thoughts on 
making the most 
of your P, I, G, and 
Plexus nerves 

Let's strategize 
some ways to 
stimulate as 
many nerves 
ot once 

Here's one way to 
stimulate all four at 
the same time: 
fuck your partner in 
the ass with a dildo 
in a harness. At the 
same time, use one 
ofyourhandstomuff 
one of her cunts, 
and the other 
to rub her clit. 

OR let her fuck 
her own clit while 
you fuck her 
reverse cowgirl 
with 
both hands in her muff 

OR 

Taint+ Rimming 
+ Oral 

OR 

Taint + handjob 
+ Anal 

Muffing stimulates 
the I, G, and Plexus 

Anal penetration 
stimulates the 
P and Plexus 

Anything with the 
clit stimulates the 
P nerve; deep clit 
pressure stimulates 
the Plexus 

Pressure on the 
perineum stimulates 
the P nerve and 
sometimes the 

lex 



Our Mutual Friend 

In this issue of the zine I am definitely going to be talking a lot about penises, and I am going to 
be using the word penis to talk about them. This is a decision, not an assumption or a given, so I want to 
say a few words about how and why I made it. Basically I needed a word to directly identify the 
sensitive, fleshy tube of flesh with all the nerves and blood vessels in it. Not everybody uses the same 
word for this part of their body. I mostly call mine my clit, for instance, but at different times it can be 
different things. When I am at the doctor's office the word I use is also penis, but not because I believe 
that's the right word for it. I say penis because when I do both of us understand that I am referencing 
the aforementioned fleshy tube that is part of my sexy parts. Likewise, I decided that I would use the 
word penis in this zine, most of the time, to make it clear what I was referring to. 

Am I telling you that your body has a penis attached to it? No. Am I making claims about what 
certain organs really are? No, absolutely not. I made the choice to use the word penis because it's the 
word that most of us will recognize and understand, even if we only need to use it so that we can 
replace it with a better one for our own bodies. 

If you don't use that word for your own body and don't like seeing it in this zine, I seriously 
advise getting out the white-out and replacing it with the words you do like whenever it comes up. 
Really, I won't mind. The zine won't mind. The zine and I both want you to do what feels good for you. 

Our Not-So-Mutual Friend 

In this issue of the zine I am also focusing on non-op and pre-op trans women's bodies, because 
I'm writing from my own experience. This does not mean that post-op folks are unwelcome here. You 
are emphatically, absolutely, without reservation welcome and encouraged to write for this zine. 
Please. The gap is due to the fact of my own body and my own experiences, and I'm sorry. I wish I knew 
more, and that is why I need your help. I need you to write about your own body, your own sexuality, 
your own experiences and knowledge, because I can't. Please know that even though we are different, I 
want you, and other trans women want you. We want to know what you know. 

This is true for all kinds of trans women with all kinds of experiences. This zine is not my zine, it 
is your zine. It is yours to create and yours to modify and yours to supplement. It will need all of our 
stories and all of our knowledge to do what it is supposed to do the best way it can. So please, please, 
please, understand that if you don't see yourself here, you still should and can see yourself here. The 
beauty of this project, and the reason I have chosen to number this issue #0, is that the first voice is not 
the final voice on any topic. It is an ongoing, open-ended project, really and truly a sexual cookbook for 

14 all trans women. 



An Illustrated Guide to Muffing and the Inguinal Canals 
Basic Technique 

Overview 
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"Muffing" is the word that I use to describe the act of being fucked in one or both of my inguinal 
canals. These are twin 'pockets' that are situated in the groin above and behind the testicles and scrotum. 
They are physically sealed from the outside by the scrotum but can still be penetrated, bas1t.:ally by turning 
the 'pocket' outside-In. (The technical term for this is "lnvagination.") The outside-in scrotum then acts as a 
natural and flexible barrier and either one, or both, can be fucked. There are almost always two inguinal 
canals, one on each side. In this article I will use the terms "inguinal ring" and "entrance to the Inguinal canal" I 
interchangeably. Likewise, I will also use the term "Inguinal canal" with the word I use for these parts of my 
body, my cunts. The inguinal (sounds like linguine) canals are internal passages that hold the testicles inside 
the body. When the testicles descend during puberty they descend from the ingulnals. After puberty the 
testicles enlarge and the inguinal canals tighten slightly, making it more difficult for the testicles to ascend. 

"Tucking" is the word trans ladies most often use to describe the dally practice of binding the 
genitals. Depending on the woman and her practice, it can be very painful or very comforting or perhaps 
both. Not all trans women tuck the same way: sometimes all that you need or want to do ls push your sexy 
parts between your legs and pull on your underwear. Sometimes you want most of your "external genitalia" 
Inside of you. 

There's also the option of pushing the testicles back up into the body, which sounds a lot more 
painful than It ls. When I mention tucking in this article, this is the kind I'm talking about This kind of 
tucking begins with the act of penetrating the inguinal canals with the testicles. Fucking someone by 
penetrating their Inguinal canals is what I refer to as "Muffing" in this article. Whether or not you end up 
using the testi.cles to penetrate your own cunts. I'm going to show you how to muff by this method first 

Note: I really like getting fucked this way, but it's not for everyone. Many trans women have 
complicated and/or negative feelings about their biological testicles so please explore and discuss muffing 
with care. 
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This is a cutaway diagram of the pelvis. 
It shows where the testicles and things are before and after they are tucked. 

Trans women who tuck often learn to push their testicles up Into the inguinal canals and to hold 
em there. Internally the inguinal canals are located on either side of the lower abdomen, just above where 

he legs jom the hips. They are relatively close to the surface, branching upward and outward In the same 
eneral direction as the hip bones. Depending on how much. and how often the mguinals are being used, they 

might initially be difficult to find. but with only a little practice they are actually quite easy to 
access. 

A question I often get is "where's the hole?" The answer is that there Is no "bole" or orifice to reach 
the lngulnal canals. because they are covered and enclosed by the scrotum. Instead they are reached by 
inverting the scrotum and/or testicle that lie below them and pushing them through the Inguinal rln9s, found 
at the base of each testicle. Because they're internal and don't have any external markings indicating their 
position, it's much easier to find them by touch than by Visual reference. This might sound complicated or 
dl.fficult but it's actually not The only trick to finding them is to practice and of course to ask for help. 

To give you a working image, let's go back to the idea of a pocket turned inside out Imagine that you 
tum your pockets out looking for your keys or something. In order to get the limng back into the pocket you 
don't need a hole, you just need to find the edges of the pocket and gently push the lining back inside. The 
Inguinal canal works the same way, but by default the "pocket" ls Inside out The edges of the pocket form the 
Inguinal ring. 



Muffing Diagram 2: Don't you Just love diagrams? 

• 

, 
A tucked crotch. The dotted lines show 

the probable location of the testes. The arrows show the basic direction 
In which they ascend back Into the body: up and to the sides. 

,, , 

The points of access to the Inguinal canals are the inguJnaJ rings, one on each side. They are 1mt:1ally 
about the same diameter as a finger but will stretch considerably. Even so, they aren't as flexible as most 
other bodUy apertures, so go slowly and trust your body. I have found that the easiest way to show someone 
where my cunts are is to have them stand or sit behjnd me, and then to wrap their hands around my pelvis 
with fingers potnted toward my crotch. From this position it's much easier to find the inguinal rmg by touch: 
the fingers are posed so that when they bend they will curve In toward the body, upward and slightly 
diagonally outward. 

It's good to show a lover how to locate your cunts on their own, but my advice Is to expect that they'll 
need some help for a while: show them your cunts with your own hands. If you're built anything llke me, 
there will be more than enough room for both of you to explore. 

It's also good to remind them that your cunts work according to their own rules. Just because they 
are cunts doesn't mean that they like being fucked exactly like a vagina. The way mine work. for example, the 
angle of penetration that works best 1s sort of a diagonal up and out. Pushing straight in toward my spine will 
ram against my pelvic bones and cause pain; pulling the Inside wall away from my body hurts just as badly. 
The techniques that work best on my cunts are the ones that let my cunts be what they are. And with a few 
delightful exceptions, I'm usually the first one to ngure out what makes them feel good and what their limits 

My conviction tS that I'd much rather show someone how to fuck me nght than depend upon their 
intuition. l always, always, •always• fwd my own cunt first. and then help the person who is fucking me to 
find 1t themself. This saves a lot of wasted time and needless apologies about not bemg able to find my body's 
secret passageways. Personally, I don't really care 1f someone has trouble finding my cunts; 1t took me days to 
learn how to comfortably tuck when I first started, and that was my own body. If my lover hasn't fucked me 
before, I take a few extra moments to help them. explore, and to show them how my cunts work. It's 
Important to show your lovers what feels good and where all the best spots are. 

17 
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Muffing Diagram 3: The Untuc ed Gonads and Their Environs 

The tesuc:les rest in the scrotum, the sac 
of incredibly soft skin thilt corresponds 
b10loaically to the labia. Although the 
scrotum 1s fused early in development 
the testicles float ,n separate t,ssue 
compartments Joined at the middle, 
directly beneath the base of the pen,s. 
The testicles ne-,,er actually touch one 
anotller, they Just share a common wall, 
hke a duplex. 

Take a moment to play wrth the testicles 
and fondle them. The more you explore 
the better a feel you'll have for them 

Each testtele IS connected to the rest of 
the body by a spermatte cord wrapped 
densely in Yeins, artenes, haament, and 
nerYe fiber. Gently find these cords and 
feel along their length. One end will 
terminate at the testicle, the other will 
lead directly into the inguinal canal. Be 
careful with the spermat,c cord but don't 
avoid 1t entirely; because rt's wrapped In 
nerve fibers rt 1s extremely iens,t,ve, 
Fondling the spermat1c cords may or may 
not feel good, so keep commun,cat,on 
hnes open, with your body and wrth your _ 
lover. 

The penis and 
testicles at rest 
The penis 
normally blocks 
the testicles so 
in order t.o muff, 
you will need to 
lift the penis (if 
it doesn't arrange 
that for you on its 
own.) 

Muffing Diagram 4: The Soft Underbelly 

•. 



---

This 1s the position of the fingers that 
I've found works best for tucking and 
muffing. Generally it only takes the 
first two or three fingers on either 
hand to gently lift the testicle up 
into the scrotum and through the 
opening of the inguinal canal. Like 
any other orifice the inguinal ring 
generally likes some play and gentle 
stretching before heavy use. 

Initially the inguinal canals won't be 
able to stretch large enough to 
accommodate much more than a 
finger or two, but with time they will 
stretch and expand. This process can 
take a long time, so be patient with 
your body. If you give 1t time, and 
work with it rather than against it, 
you' ll be surprised just how much the 
inguinal canals can be stretchea. 

But really, avoid the temptation to 
plunge the depths; instead, spread 
out slowly. It's better to know your 
limits than hurt yourself 
unintentionally. 

Note· You might find yourself or someone you have sex with cracking Jokes about how 1ez' it feels to use gentle and 
preCJSe touch rather than fucking a hole for all It's worth If so, stop what you're doing and make sure that the person 
you're with lsn't an asshole. you've Just seen a red flag. 

You want your lover to treat your cunts well You want to treat your own cunts well That means be ng careful and 
gentle at times, and yes they wDI probably be usln, their fingers Most rngu nal canals never stretch w der than an Inch 
orso, and only once, when the testkles descend If you want to use yours with any regularity you're gong to have to 
love them tenderly, especJa ly at first Anyone who can't respect that or bnng themselves to fuck you w th their fingers 
should not be allowed anywhere near your body. 

It's hard to resist a good joke about sage, but the nasty little things that we say about lesbians often come from an 
equally nasty source: shame and misogyny. When someone uses 'let as a peJorative they're shaming women who have 
sex with women. Let's be dear on that Even if you're not a woman hav ng sex wrth a woman this s clearty 
unacceptabl nonsense behavior. 

(Cont'd ) 
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often what's being shamed are particular kinds of sex, specifically the kinds that focus on nerve stimulation, fine 
touch and sensation, and efforts to take good care of each other in various ways. These are actually really 1ood 
thlnp and we should be wary of any lover dismissing them more or less because they're uncool. Occasionally I 
want or need those things, and I won't be shamed for asking for them. I hope that you won't put up with that 

kind of behav or either. 

for your own sake please consider banishing this kind of misogyn st garbage from your ltfe. Get out the fucking 
sage ,f It helps (told you), but whatever you do don't try to play rt cool by fucking the Inguinal canals as hard as 
you can as fast as you can. When it's over you won't j ust ache, parts of your sex organs will be ruptured. The 
Inguinal canals are flexible, but not as flexible as the other oriftces of the body. You can do some real damage if 
you don't build up gradually and respect the body's limlts. 

Muffing Diagram 6: Here's the Tricky Part 

Before you can push the testicle back 
into the inguinal canal you have to get It into 
position. Gently push your first two or three 
fingers up against the bottom of the scrotum 
and the testide in a slightly cupped motion. 
Keep your fingers gently pressed against the 
scrotum and the testicle. Stop when the testicle 
presses against the wall of the abdomen as 

shown. It will probably look a little bulge-y. 
Your fingertips should now be pressed very 
lightly against the bottom of the ovoid testicle 
the small point of the 'egg.' ' 

You are basically getting it ready to 
pop into the inguinal canal. 

(A note to our not-trans-woman 
lovers: It's normal to have trouble doing this at 

first and getting the positioning right. It's likely 
that you'll practice this part more than any of 

the others, and that's the key: practice. Do it as 
often as you can and sooner or later the feel of it 
will come to you. Don't feel frustrated. If you 
get stuck ask your lover to help you out by 
pushing their testicle up into their cunt for you. 
Once it's in it's much less difficult to find the 
opening. ) 

Muffing might start to sound 
painful, but again, it's not, or if it 
is painful, it's painful in a good 
way, the way anal sex hurts at first 

,. 



Your fingertips will now be positioned 
just over the opening (ring) to the 
Inguinal canal. Gently push upward 
starting with this end. See whether 
you can feel the shape of the opening 
to the inguinal canal, a soft 
depression just beneath the edge of 
the pubic bone. Remember that the 
testicle will usually need to turn 
inward a little before it can be 
properly aligned and inserted into the 

inguinal canal. 

Press your 

fingertips at the base of the testicle 
and then gently push Inward and up 
with the rest of the fingers. If you do 
this correctly the testicle will pop 
right Into the Inguinal canal. Keep 
your fingers very gently pressed 
against the abdomen to keep it from 
sliding back out. You should see a 
bulge in the abdomen that will show 
you where the testicle Is now located. 

Congratulations, you just learned the 
basic skills of muffing. 

Next comes the fun part, 
rl ht after these Images. 

I 
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Muffing Diagram 9 

Here you can see one 
possible angle of 

penetration. My thumb is 
pressed against the 

abdomen, just below the 
position of the testicle 
inside the inguinal canal. 
This holds the testicle 
inside and also positions 
the thumb for external 
massage. 

Two alternate shots of a muffing in progress, from below and in profile. 



Muffing Diagram 10 

The dotted lines show the approximate boundaries ofpie~inal canal when it is 
penetrated and stretched in various directions. The fainter lines indicate the upper limits of how 
far I've been able to stretch my own cunts, which may or may not be a helpful guide for your body. 

Again, don't push yourself too far, too fast Stretching too far can weaken the walls of the 
inguinal canal and pull or tear all sorts of sensitive tissue. Don't risk losing your new discovery 
trying to impress anyone, especiaJly yourself. 

What Next? 

Once you've gotten yourself into the inguinal canal you can start to explore. You'll find that 
the shape of the inguinal canals isn't the same as any other kind of hole or bodily orifice. They point 
outward in the same general direction as the hips and are more or less tube-shaped. They will 
stretch and expand to some degree with regular activity, but it's very important not to push your 
cunts beyond their limits. I can't stress this enough. .. .. 
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You can use each of the testicles to penetrate its-own cunt and follow it in with your fingers 
and once you've figured this part out you can also circumvent the balls entirely. You can stick all 
sorts ol things mto your cunt! Since there arc two cunts ( one canaJ per testicle) you can 
also split the difference and fuck each individually and completely differently if you like. The 
particulars of what feels good and what works best will vary from body to body and per~on to 
person. _ let's try walking before running. To get you started, here are a few very bas,c ways of 
fucking the inguinal canal for beginners: 

#1: Manual Penetration. Gently push your fingers up through the inguinal ring, and start fucking. 
Very basic but lots of fun. 

#2: Autopenetration. (What a sexy word.) Push the testicle in, then let it slid~ out Repeat. The 
testicle stimulates the nerves inside the inguinal canal and in turn the in-and-out movement 

through the inguinal ring stimulates the testicle. Two distinct nerve centers push against each 
other as the body literally fucks itself. Also very basic, also lots of fun. 

#3: Massage. Push the testicle through the inguinal ring and gently hold it in place from the 
outside. You'll find that the thumb is very useful for this. Now push your fingers into the inguinal 
canal and massage the testicle, the walls of the cunt, and the netves of the spermatic cord. Once 

your fingers are inside, however many feel best, you can also massage from the outside where the 
testicle bulges against the abdomen. Persistent massage will stimulate spinal nerves and can 

produce orgasms without even necessarily involving the penis. This takes some patience but it can 
really be worth it. 

In issues to come, I hope to bear more about muffing from other trans women. What else have 
you bicd, what works for you, what feels good? What are your favorite things to be penetrated with? 
And what else do you like to do while you're getting muffed? Do you like someone suddng your cUt at 

.... the same time, or do you prefer a good rtmjob? Keep muffing and start writing! 

J· 
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The reason I started tucking was 
because I started wearing dresses, but the 
reason I kept it up was because I liked the 
way it felt to hold part of myself iruude 
me. It's a oomforting feeling, having my 
balls shoved deep up inside. It feels 
somethinr like how my belly feels after a 
really big, delicious dinner, and 
something like getting fucked in the ass. 
My balls feel cared for, compreaaed, 
hugged, squee7.8d. I feel ripe, deeply 
interconnected to every part of myself. I 
feel the spider's web of nerves stretching 
out through my hips, my bowels, my 
crotch, all the way up my spine and 
through the twin, hollow horns in.side me: 
me holding me tight. 

For a long time "tucking" felt 
vaguely uncomfortable, m a good way, 
well, a painful way, well ... it felt lot.a of 
ways. I've never gotten any kind of 
pleasure from my testicles when they 
were riding out.side my body, jauntily 
slapp~ ag8l.118t my thighs or pressed up 
tight against my taint by a tight pair of 
jeans. I don't like them played with, I 
don't like them squeezed or really even 
hcked, at least when they're out.side. 
Swinging free, they only feel like lumps 
hanging from my crotch. 

But once they're inside of me, most 
of these thmgs feel totally different 
bceause almost any stimulation drivea me 
wild. When someone plays with my 
testicles inside me the hair at the base of 
my spine perka up, I feel tingling through 
every nerve in my body, right on out to 
the tips of my finrers and toes. Inside, 
where the warm is, I like them licked, 
preaaed, fucked, squeezed. They press 
again.&t the various oords of nerves and 
arteries of the spermatic cord, they grind 
against the walls of my abdomen, bounce 
back and forth against my bladder and 
stimulate my prostate. My breathing 
slows. my muscles relax. It hurts so 
fucking good. 
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At a certain point when I was a little kid all the httle 
boys started talking (lying) about penis size l was probably 
somewhere around 9 or 10 years old and, stereotypically, the 
little boys would hang out around the jungle gym and talk 
about se~ There were the usual inaccurate, confused accounts 
of sex all m1~ed up in th bulbhit lore transmitted by older 
brothers, cauuonary tales from parenh, and half-remembered 
20/20 specials One boy insisted that women gave binh out of 
their assei,, another told stones about pen~s breakrng off 
inside of girls But the main subJect of discussion was always 
penises and penis size 

It seems reasonable to me most little boys get 
preoccupied with penises at a certain point, usually well 
before they actually start causing any trouble I mean, they' re 
kind of a big deal for boys, (although potentially not as big a 
deal as they are to the girls who have them,) and they look 
weird Also, at that age it's hard to lcnow bow to feel when 
you realize that, someday, someone will want you to put the 
thing that you pee out of inside their body For fun 

But look.inii back, what seems really strange to me 
isn't that the little boys at my school were talking about the 
sIZC of their did..s In fact, they shied awa)' from that topic, 
probably becau<ie they feared along with everyone else that 
they were much.. much smaller than they should be But they 
still /ovedtalkmg about big dick, they just preferred talking 
about their dad's big dick and their brothen 'big dicks I have 
no way oflcnowing whether that's typical, but I hope so It's 
vaguely rcassunng to 1ma~ne that all of the shitty little boys 
who used to bully me were constantlv daydreaming about 
mon trously large cock 

Anyway, beausc these httle size quecni. talked about 
their dad 's big cocb dunng rec:e,~ every day. 1 soon had the 
impression that penise were typically well over raelve inches 
long and fi-.e inches thick And once I had a number in my 
head, it was only a milter of time before I did the 1nev1table 
<1Cient1fic comparison So one Fall night after everyone else 
had gone to bed, ma corner of my dad 's otlice, l nervously 
held my hairlci,\, soft little pents against the cold yellow metal 
of a tape measure I looked 11 the black hne:; and numbers 
with horror and thought to mHclf, "Oh m) god. I'm tmv' 
Four mches has to be the malleq penis in history." 

It seemed obvious to Ill) IO year old brain that 
penises are soft most of the urne.. so that was how I measured 
mine each of the four or fhe umes l rc-<:hecked u mm-. carh 
teens I finallv learned • 
s/Jght~vmore realistic penile dimensions a., weli as the 
cmbarras,;ing fact that the, were usw.11) measured hard Both 
fact were obtained from the usual source of hard sc1enufic 
teenage data on 'ICX old men at a barber shop 
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Soft Bodies 
Erotically Flaccid 

As far as I can tell, soft penises are one of the most neglected subjects in studies of 
sexuality. That's not to say that no one is talking about soft penises, because plenty of people 
are, but they're only talking about how to make them hard rve yet to find a single article, essay, 
story, or description of a sexy soft penis. The very idea that a soft penis could be sexy is a little 
hard for most people to grasp, so to speak, and the suggestion that it could be just as much fun 
as a hard one is even, well, harder. Search Google or most books on sex for mentions of un-erect 
penises and the most you are likely to find is suggestions for how to make them hard If you're 
lucky you might find a mention that you don't need a hard penis to have sex, which is completely 
accurate, but also entirely ignores the question of how to pleasure a soft penis or get pleasure 
from one. 

; 

The annals of sex advice colllDl.m an orror stories are full of soft penises, as well 
as descriptions of the response that men and women and everyone else typically have to them: a 
combination of disappointment, pity, and horror. They're the punch line of a joke with no setup, 
no content, only mute assumptions and expectations that all cocks are rock-hard. If not, they're 
~urned to be useless or pathetic or both. 

To illustrate how massively unimaginative this assumption is, consider the completely 
obvious fact that just about half of the population functions sexually without ever having had a 
penis, a fact that is nonetheless worth repeating as often as it needs saying. 

Sexual expectations of penises and cocks begin with the ~umption that they are stiff, 
firm, hard as wood. But by the numbers, penises spend most of their time being soft and 
yielding. Some statistics might helpfully illustrate this. These statistics are mostly about men, 
but bear with me, sexology has simply not caught up with trans people. 

... 
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• . ·ca11y last somewhere around 30-40 minutes. The 
For instance. penile erecttons typi . ·d bly between individuals but 

. · has per day vanes cons1' era d 
average number of e~o~ a ~tio sex. and spontaneous erections, 3 per day woul 
after a quick scan of statistics on n, th f 22 So let's say that on an average 
probably be a generous average for anyone over :a ag~ That means that penises are erect 
day most penises are erect for abo~t an hour, per ps · T percent is also the 
1~ than 109' of the time, and that lS a P~ gen~ro~ ~.;_ : 0 will have •erectile 
a roximate figure given for the number o~ peo~ e ~ r--
d~ction• or "impotence• at some time ID therr life. 

f • ur culture not being able to have an 
Now• I have no doubt_ that for lots o men ID o d I don't discount the shame or suffering it 

erection when you want one, IS really '7ry ~• :ything that affects 109' of a population as 
must represent However! Im wary O categ. ~ use it's been estimated from the number 
a disorder. rm also skeptical ?f th! io9' sta= ':::rection. It's likely that the number is so 
of men who self-report ~l/-difficul,.!,, an/ because many men don't consider occasional 
low bec:-au.-.e more men aren t SE: -repo, •u~, 
difficulty to be erectile dysfuncnon. 

I pasmonately despise the term "erectile dysfunction" almost as much as I dislike the 
word impotence because both terms are used to shame and pathologire soft penises and name 
them as asexual, ineffective, un~tic, and troublesome. Let me suggest that in addition to the 
many and varied treatments currently available for "ED," we should also consider the not-so­
radical pos&Dility that we're going about this the wrong way. Because penises can be just as 
sexy when they're not erect. 

Over the past several months fve spent hours looking for something written on the topic 
of pleasuring soft penises, and you might not be shocked to discover that I found nothing. In 
short, when sex advice columnists, doctors, sex educators, or anyone else talks about non-erect 
penises, they're probably talking about ways to make them erect. Occasionally someone 
mentions that, just because you're having sex with a person who has a penis, that doesn't mean 
that penis has to be hard and penetrating. But so far as I can gather no one has actually 
proceeded to write suggestions for what to do with a soft penis. There's DO guide, no ideas, DO 

suggestions beyond •make it hard" or "do something e1se.• What a lamentable state to find 
ourselves in, that after decades of progressive and sex-positive sex education and practice soft 
penises are still treated like a fifth wheel. 

So here are a few ideas for how to use and play with a soft penis, including some ideas for 
how to make it easier to talk about and explore your lover's body. 

First of all, it's important to create a good space for playing with a soft penis. This can 
mean lots of~. so perhaps the best thing you can do is introduce the topic in conversatio 
and listen to what your lover says. "Let's tallc about when this is soft" Likely the best time 
place for such a conversation is not after your date has had or attempted to have an erection. 
For instance. I am of the opinion that playing with a soft penis shouldn't be treated like a sort 
runner-up activity to the \.'3.rious thinp you can do with an erect one. So my advice is to set 
aside time and space for playing with each other's bodies. 

.. 



If you're both into it, t.alcing a bath together can be a good way to keep things relaxed as 
well as comfortably intimate. I like that bathtubs put you in very close quarters. They make you 
touch each other a lot and p~ against each other, and they're not particularly dignified, which 
cuts down on pretension and pride. For my money they're one of the best places to get to know 
someone else's body as a body. But whether you find that space in a bed, on a couch, in a bath 
tub, or sitting in the middle of the floor, the bottom line should be making each other 
comfortable. If you can create safe space for playful and interested exploration of the genital 
terrain, you're likely to come up with new ideas as well as useful questions, and also have a good 
time. 

Second,_wherever you station yourselves, go out of your way to play. Ask the person 
you're fucking to play with themselves, and emphasize that you're not necessarily talking about 
masturbation, but literally playing with their penis. Play around with your body and keep 
conversation moving, and ask to play with their body as well. With permission, get your fingers 
and hands right in there and start exploring, touching, rubbing, and stretching. Ask the person 
you're fucking (what a sexy phrase) to let you know how things are feeling and talk as much 
about their body as they want. Ask them to talk about what feels good and why, and about what 
doesn't feel good and why. 

Soft penises like to be touched in very 
different ways than hard ones. In my expcne~ce 
you're more likely to be stimulating nerve en~gs 
and nerves much deeper in the tissue that Dll~t 
respond to completely different kinds of sensation 
than when erect. Trust that your lover will let you 
know if you're doing something uncomfortable. 
With trans women in particular, you're likely to 
find more emotional discomfort than physical, but 
if you do pinch something or cause some pain, ~t 
a moment and then ask to continue. Don t paruc. 
Penises are remarkably flexible and pliable, 
especially when they're not erect. The skin and 
ti~ue of a penis can stretch all sorts °.f ways, a_nd 
there are major nerves and nerve endmg running 
all through the penis and its surroun~ 
neighborhood. Penises can work very differently 
soft and you11 find tremendous variation between 
the~. Whether you have a penis yourself o~ not, 
you're likely to learn a few thin~ abo"!t ~n~, 
and in particular about the perus that ts nght m 
front of you. 

This is all well and good, and very important 
stuff, but you may be asking what ~ds of sex acts 
you can actually do with a soft pems. The answer 
will vary from person to_per~m, bu~ for me the 
answer is "almom anything. Practice safer sex by 
using condoms and other barriers if there's going to 
be contact with any fluids or mucous membranes. 
Remember that our friend the penis doesn't need to 
be erect to ejaculate. Soft penises usually aren't too 
much trouble to get into a condom ~er you 
practice a little. So get a condom on 1t and start 
finding out what feels good. 
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You can fondle and pet a soft penis just as 

well as a hard one, maybe even better. You can fuck 
a soft penis with your hands, your mouth, or pretty 
much any other part of your body. You can rub a 
soft penis any way conceivable. You can go down 
on a soft penis. The glans is incredibly sensitive 
whether hard or soft, so my suggestion is to start 
there. The underside of the penis can be another 
hot spot. as well as the base. But also find the 
major nerves and other sensitive spots and ~ out 
different kinds of touch on them. Some peruses 
want to feel lots of pres.sure, while others might 
prefer surface sensation and touch. 

Keep m mmd that a soft penis is extremely flexible and use that to your advantage. You 
can stimulate skin and tissue and keep them rolling and sliding and moving around with a lot 
less effort than it takes to work the shaft of an erect penis. If you're used to penises showing 
pleasure by getting hard (and depend.in~ on the penis you're pleasuring, it might do just that at 
some point,) you might feel a little unsure of how to tell that what you're doing feels good. This 
is exactly why it's so important to keep your lover talking, and talking about what their body is 
feeling. 

Check in from time to time and explicitly ask your partner to voailize what feels good 
and why, and also to talk about what they might like. For trans women in particular it can be 
very important and productive to treat a soft (or hard) penis as you would a cis woman's clit 
This is especially important when a woman thinks of, experiences, and uses her body in those 
terms. Again, keep the lines of communication open and active, and be prepared to se.e a lot of 
variation, between sexual partners and between encounters. 

you can actually do 
more with a soft penis 
than a hard one 

you are creative 

Some trans women like fucking and 
~n~ting with their own genitals, and 
likewise lots of us like getting blowjobs 
especially if they're done enthusiastically and 
~ell. But keep in mind that a soft penis works 
differently, so going down might look and feel 
very different Personally I don't find that 
blo~ob skills translate very effectively to a soft 
pems. But on the other hand, knowing how to 
fuck a girl with your mouth se.ems to translate 
very well to a soft penis. Remember to 
lubricate. But m?51 importantly, remember 
your own enthusiasm and pleasure. [f you're 
not having fun after a while,find a way to have 
fun or moy-e on to SO°;tething else. Fucking is all 
about ~vmg a good time with someone else. 
Othel"WlSe, what's the point? 



°':1f bodies are not hard by nature. The bones and nails and cartilage gristle in us are our 
hardest pieces, but they can also be the most fragile, the mom: brittle. Under the surface of our 
pliable skin are veins, soft subcutaneous fat, rubbery nerves, joints, meaty muscles, and squishy 
organs. We have asses, we have tits, we have bellies. We have second chins, we have muffin 
tops, we have thighs. Where there isn't fat, there's water, in our blood and muscles. All in all 
our bodies are somewhere between 5e>-70% water. Our bodies are so very soft. 

In so-called mainstream culture hard bodies have been popular for a very long time, 
especially for men. It's no secret that our actors and models tend to be grotesquely thin; they're 
lean, bone-dry, apparently cut from wood, like Edward Norton in "Fight Club." They're so ... 
solid that in movies they can survive being hit by cars or punch their way out of buried coffins 
with only a little blood to show for it We live in a culture that venerates hard bodies above all 
other types, especially when it comes to masculine bodies. 

Our "heroes" these days don't qualify by having brilliant minds, excellent morals, 
superior compassion, or making great things. Instead their main qualification is that they can 
crawl through broken glass and gunfire and emerge, perhaps bloody, tired, likely coated in a 
thick layer of soot for no evident reason, but still hard. John McClintoclc, Jack Bauer, and 
every male cast member of "LOST' except Hurley, yes I *am* looking at you. Put your shoes 
on. 

As much as I love them, our comic book superheroes are the worst of the lot: even in the 
21• century their bodies are still fashioned from clay or made of steel or rock. They clothe 
themselves in iron, wear metal gauntlets, canybig stone hammers, and sport claws or shields 
made from unbreakable metal. They wear armor over leather over muscles so t.aut you can see 
the outlines of their internal organs. 

But is hardness really all that? 
One of my favorite essays on sexuality, desire, ~d. pomograph>: is ~ela Carter's~ 

Sadejan Woman, a distinctly sex-positive and bdsm-pos1tive book published m 1979, at a time 
when that kind of thinking was still unfashionable. In her "polemical preface" Carter lays down 
some of the smartest shit I've ever read about the ideology of pornography and normative 
sexuality. Pornography, she says, 

-

... involves an abstraction of human intercourse in which the self is reduced to its formal elements. 
In its most basic form, these elements are represented by the probe and the fringed hole, the twin 
signs of male and female in graffiti, the biol~ sym~ls scrawled o~ the su~~y ~ and the 
urinal wall, the simplest expression of staxt and meradicable ~ differenbabO~ a ~rsal 
pictorial language oflust - or, rather, a language we accept as universal because, smce tt has 
always been so, we conclude that it must always remain so. 3 1 



Basically, the formal elements of human sexuality as we usually represent them are a 
hole and something that goes into the hole, a cock or a dildo or a fist. This has huge implications 
for what we think of sex that doesn't fit this description, and as sex-positive and open minded as 
all of us are, the ideology of our culture still bears down on us and makes it difficult to 
appreciate sexuality that doesn't fit this shape. Carter, writing in 1979 and partly in response to 
anti-pornography feminists and lesbian feminist theory, is mostly concerned with appraising 
what value there is in pornography as an art and as a practice that, she believes, can be salvaged. 

"Pornographers are the enemies of women," she writes, "only because our contemporary 
ideology of pornography does not encompass the pos&bility of change, as if we were the slaves 
of history and not its makers, as if sexual relations were not necessarily an expression of social 
relations, as if sex itself were an external fact, one as immutable as the weather, creating human 
practice but never a part of it• But of course that's exactly what sex is: a bu.man practice. And 
we can change it in all sorts of ways, usually little by little but sometimes in big ways. Each of us 
has an ongoing relationship to sexuality that is something like a negotiation. We can't escape 
sex or pornography any more than we can escape any other kind of ideology. And who would 
wantto? 

But we can reshape the way we talk about and understand our bodies. That's actually 
pretty amazing. The elasticity we enjoy in our words and minds is extensive. Our bodies are 
bound by the ideas and words we have at our disposal, but we're like a figure in a painting that 
has her own, real pencil to draw on top of what is already there. Like a pencil the changes we 
make can also be changed by others. But at least we've got a pencil 

Trans women's bodies are soft bodies, firstly because our bodies are human bodies. Our 
bodies can also be soft because they feel soft, or because we say they are. So much of what we 
are and how we feel is about how we frame it Softness is like that 

So our bodies can be soft bodies. And I am going to go a step further and say that they 
should be soft bodies. I'm not talking about the message that all women are given that our skin 
should always be made buttery-soft, usually by using X product. I am saying that we should 
make a commitment to noticing the parts of us that are soft and respecting them. We should 
make a practice of enjoying both the hard and soft parts, and the fact that they frequently 
alternate. Muscles work in groups and some are always at rest, un.tlexed, soft. Our flesh is soft. 
It is beautiful soft. It is sexy soft. It is soft enough already and never not hard. enough. 

Soft is pretty. Soft is sexy. Soft is beautiful. 

-



Why I 
11y penis 

Don't Hate n, 

I donl hate my penis. I never have. 
don't really hate myte:stides either, 
although I have, in the past, been 
puzzled by them at times. But hate? 
Never. Pm not sure why this is, but I 
feel lucky. Most of the trans women I 
lcnow feel ambivalem about their sexy 
pans at best, and lots of us do hate the 
pans we were born with. So why am I 
different? 

Ir's tempting to say that liking 
mr body is a sign of being well­
edjusted, but I know that's not true. For 
lots of us a change is exaa.ly what we 
need, for trans folks in perticuJar. There 
ere other pans of my body that I feel 
dysphoric about, and I think more than 
anything n's a happy accident that my 
penis escaped that fate. On the other 
hand, It might actually feel eaSter to be a 
trans woman (and perhaps I would have 
transitioned sooner) if I had always feh 
disconnected from my penis. It makes 
explatning my siruatio11 ~lightly more 
difficult when I have to add that, in 

addition to being a transsexual, l am not 
al.1Ually interested m changing my 
genitals at all 

And it makes my life more 
diffitillt that what I have between my 
legs is not just a penis, it's a woman's 
penh. That's something that took me 
linle while to put imo words, but tho 
are the right words My body is a 

It means that my pems wants 
different things than most peruses, and 
as Pve gonen bener at listernng to n my 
sexual praaices have ch~ed somewhat 
I knew early on that while I was into 

fucking someone with a cock, my penis 
was only into occasional cod-being. 
The rest of the time it would rather be e 
clit, and for the most part that's how I 
treat her She likes to be sucked, 
rubbed, all of the usual things. Really 
the only difference 1s size, the hole at the 
tip, and every so often she wants to get 
imo penis-drag and fuck someone's 
mouth, cunt, or asshole. Io that way 
we're well-matched: I also enjoy 
occ.asionaJ boy-drag. I think for both 
my penis and myself, the pan that feels 
gross is the coercive assumpuon that 
because we look like we do, we should 
want to behave masailinely all of the 

woman'.s body and part of it is my penis. a 33 
woman's penis. (You can also call it a 
lady penis if you warn to, I think it's 

lady-identified.) But what does that "My body is a woman's body and part of it is my penis" 
mean in practire? 



_ As I said, I figured out early on 
that my perm was only occasionally 
interested in penetration. This is usually 
one of the fut things I tell new lovers 
when we have our 101 (or at least l-on-
1) talk: yes, that's an option, but only 
every so often and only when rm in the 
mood Failure to hear me on that an 
have some pretty significam negative 
consequella!S; I clam up, I cross my 
anns. Being asked to fudc someone 
with mv penis as a cock generally puts 
me off, and somet.imes eoough that I get 
afl&'.'Y or 1 :1 I Joni uodecstaod the 
desire. Or I do, but Pm defiant why 
ask for the smaller, unrehable, and most 

importantly uncooperative cock when 
there are plerxy of dildos availabJe? 
When I try to force the issue on my 
penis she is even more defiant: she 
basically crosses her arms as well, and 
things get diffirult and anooying. 

For a few years I misinterpreted 
this as a problem with my libido, but 
then I started paying better attention to 
my body: my libido was just fine, I 
masturbated all the time. I was almost 
always interested in fucking but usually 
my penis didn't feel like penetrating 
anything. This is a difficult sensation to 
desaibe but it's one that I am utterly 
familiar with: the dull ache of wanting to 
get fucked emanating from my cht. 

To uplain very ineJegamly, it 
feels just lile when I want to get /uded in 
the ass, but inside our, and on the other 
side. 

Uml I discovered my rums (the 
mgwnaJ canals) this was fmstratmg 
because there was nothing to get fucked. 
At this point I know myself well enough 
to understand how I can sausfy that 
urge, and that it doesn, come from lad 
of libido but from haVJng a woman's 
penis. The key to figunng that out was 
thinking of my body drfferemJy. As a 
woman's body, yes, but also as parts that 
communicaied and negouated with my 

b~n ...... -•-•r:r----

I think that's a very trans way to 
think abom one's body: that it can have 
its own opinions about what it is and 
what it warns, qwte apan from the 
brain. The nerves that generate sexual 
feeling are, after aJJ, spinal nerves that 
more or less only communicate with the 
brain by sending infonnation, oot 
receiving commands. But of course no1 

only trans people can and do understand 
their bodies this way. The people I hear 
talking about their bodies this way are 
disabled folks, older people, sometimes 
fat-identified people; what I hear that 
sounds familiar to me isn't so much the 
content of their words but the agency 
they give to their bodies. I think this is 
because our bodies don't always function 
in the same way as others, for whom the. 
world is designed, and so we begin to 
pay attention to our bodi~' messages. 

the squeaky whee! gets the 
grease, or in this OlSe the attention 
necessary to really hen what it's saying. 

I would never teU another trans 
woman how to feel about her genitalia, 
bw I think I do want to invite anyone 
reading this, trans woman or otherwise, 
to try listening to the body more closely. 
It may be the case that your pans are 
telling you that they need to change in 
order to give you pleasure, or it may be 
the case that they are telling you things 
that you haven't paid close enough 
attention to hear. I hope that whatever 
is going on, you find your own 
suateg1es for working with your body 
rather than against it whenever it's 
possible. After all, it's rude to ignore a 
lady. 





-

"Second Guessing Your Orgasms" 

When I describe sexual experiences I often 
second-guess my own body, Interrogate my 
own memories and sensations and doubt the 
legHlmocy of my experiences. 
"Nobody else hos ever told me that they've felt 
that before - om I just Imagining things?" 

"ls what I'm trying to describe 
even possible?" 

I try to remJnd my5elf that 
these unproductive 
doubts and fears can onlYi 
occur to me because 
most of the time l 
have no frame of 
reference for my 
body except my 
own body. 



Two obvious 
remedies come to my mind: I need to talk to 
other trons women about sex much more often 
ond I need to listen to myself. 
So I'm going to start doing thot by quottng 

this thing I sold 

·J hove one piece of unsotlclted advice 
for you: don't second guess wheth&r the 
omculng things you experience are 
psycholog1cal or physlologlcal. Efthttr 
way they're real. but also most of them 

ore straight up physlologlcol. We hove 
-tons• of nerves that ore hardly ever 
used for pleasure and probably you are 
doing the work to open them up and 
mop them on your own body. That Is 
awesome 

Don't stop, don't doubt.· 



Strap-ons and Toys 

Getting my first harness was 
unequivocally one of the most 
imponant moments tn my 
sexual development. I had used 
toys for years, I love toys, but 
for some reason I just couldn't 
get it through my head that 11 

would be a good idea 10 get a 
harness. I thought I would hurt 
myself squeezmg mv perus 
against the inside of the harness 
and that I would look silly. 
Maybe I look silly m a harness, 
maybe I look silly all the time. 
Who knows? But trans wo'men 
look hot in a harness. Almost 
nothing gets me honer 

And let's talk about 
practical; whether you have 
frequent and firm erections or 
never have them at all, a dildo 
will beat you in 9 0111 of 10 
tests, certamly for endurance. 
Dildos are safer than fucking 
someone with a part of your 
own body, the}"re washable, 
tliev are interchangeable and 
come m a ~d.er variety of 
shapes and colors. 

Dildo\ let me fuck 
someone with a cock without 
using a pan of my own bodv as 
8 cock. Hamcsscs don't JUst 

help mt' fuck other people with 
a cock that isn't mine, that isn't a L;_._,...,... _ _:.:::ii 
part of my body. Thev also 
accemuate the disuncti~n 
between my sexy paru and "mv 
cock." I love how my clit feels 
poij~ out of the top 0£.m.,. 
harness or dangling out the si 
I !eel hypersexual and also 
thoroughly and distinctlv 8 

woman when I wear a harness. 
Harnesses help me feel my 
dyke-ness, my woman-ness. 
When I wear a harness and 
ruck, the harness holds my g­
spots 1ns1de my cunts and also 
pushes against them and protects 
them. 

",_. .... --- -

My only regret about 
harnesses is that I haven't yet 
found one with two O-rings as 
well as a good design for the 
straps that accommodates my 
whole sexy package, leaving the 
perineum and asshole free. I 
really like anal sex whether I'm 
giVIng or receiving, so 
sometimes it's important that I 
have access to everything. 
Usually l have to c.ompromise, 
which truthfully isn't the end of 
the world 



~ 
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communication 
communication Is important. -~"t~ .. .-"""' ... ..,.,.., 
We know deep down thot the more you tolk about 

sex the better it will be. Thot's how it works. 

-.c:~a... But I want to debunk a persistent myth that 

kept popping up during my calls for submissions 

to the zine and during the survey thot I put out, 

the myth that the sole secret of good sex is 

communicating with the person you're having 

sex with. YOIJ need more than good communication sk 

ove good sex, you need to hove good sex skills. 

L 

r was told more than once that this zine did not need to 
exist ~couse the secret to good sex, os everyone knows. 

is jus~ good commuticot,on. 

Wt le4rn -»W ·o sxk 
cock, eat pussy, give o 
r lmjob, ~se o dildo, fist 

someont. rJb ont. out. 
gi'lt o handy. or have 
PI V ;nttrcourse 

-~~?. 
/ ~. 
_. _..,---.., . , ,,, 

·-" \ 

se C1l'C oil skill n·s thot we When you do 
leatT ond ,t is time to give 

ttlerr their dut lh~ art 
skills that you naw. of 
you cu ready hcr,,e tht.'TI, 
o~d if Y<>'J do -.ot then YOI.: 

oo no• know how to co that 
t hing until Y°'- ltam 

HOW 
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imagine learning how 
to c/Jive a car entirely 
through verbal 
instructions with no 
actual tin1e spent 
behind the 
·wheeL ) 

and then getting 
into a corvette 

all by yourself 

.r 

I 
J 

Can you commun cate your wey to a 
better bJowjoo? Yes, you can. But 

wouldn't you ro.ther that the person 
1vmg you a blowjob has lots of experience,7--­
and knows lots of tricks to make you 

curl your toes? 

in order10 
communicate eff ectivel~ 
you have to speak the 
same language and 
know what you're 
doing, otherwise 
it's all hieroglyphics. 

In other words, wouldn't you rafri 
get a blowjob from someone who 
knows how to grvr. a blow job? 



Communicating; Some Suggestions 

First of all, does the person you're having sex with have the same vocabulary that you 
do? Often the answer will be "no" for one reason or another. They might be a straight cis guy 
who has no idea about anything, or they might be an eager and educated queer, or even another 
trans woman, and still have no idea what the words that you are using mean to you. You have 
to share your vocabulary with your lovers so that they know what you' re talking about. 

\ 
,...J.-. 

\ 

Second, the best time to talk about sex is not when you are about to have it. This is 
especially true with new lovers and when you need to communicate new information or 
changes in what you want Talk about sex before you have it, but don't put off communicating 
any and all information until then if you can help it. I find that it's particularly frustrating 
trying to deal with complicated questions on the fly. I'd rather talk that stuff out while we' re 
taking a walk or something and my pants are on. If you have the option, try to talk to your 
lovers about sex at other times. 

Third, remember lhat being b"ans doesn't mean you're the only one who needs to 
communicate things. Communication is not a monologue, it is a conversation with input from 
both sides. You are indeed a special and unique gender snowflake, and so is your partner 
whatever their identity or identities. 

Fourth, there are some specific things that trans ladies usually want to talk about. Some 
of these include what's up with our sexy parts (what to call them, how they can be used or not 
used,) what's up with our language, (what we like to be called, what we don't like to be called,) 
how we want to fuck, (what kinds of sex acts we're into or not into,) and where our "no-zones" 
are if we have any. Other folks like to be asked these things too. 

Other communication tips: 

+ Think before you speak. But d9 speak up. 
+ Give compliments. Try to make them about things your lover likes about herself. 
+ Don't ask medical questions, period. It's not your business. ff she decides to share, she will. 
+ Learrung about me is your responsibility, not nune. This is another version of lhc ever-so­
popular "I am not here to educate you." It's b"ue. Do some work on your own please. 



ADIi Nuw, A Pubic Set-,b ArnalA'Jlla.lt 
,--,']1JeQearWlail,Wba,9 

(Noee., the reada-: I invile you., ,-1 this anide •lit wae apom, ebld by Sma 8m, 'IV'• Owtea in Omge aod the 
Olfflb' ci ,ewrai 1UU11 dlCllian films acnmsl m my janiar high adxd. In lhe finer daaooml of my 6•, 7" ,and~ grade 
Health Sdence dws I bid the dillm paan rl wdini 0--&un H'l'P)' Day, di.1--i-,g pllbC hair. body odor, 
menstrulli0D, a1 pmiles. Thmbe. m mr miDd, Saia..,,, 1oice • permaomdJ w., ll'l'f ..t .i, dimmiorw riC ,miai,. 

It is my hope Iba I cm share lhil hippy --••-i MIii you• you ..S.) 

Wire I begin dm anide about spam, I should probably adma: I tally, ,mJJ,• &alkq about spam. 
This is one o£ the first artides I wlt1led to wrile b the #0 irme ,pee ilic afty became I'm 10 sick o( talking about it. 
Of .n the many paniculariries and di&eaeuJea .boot baYiog XI rib 1l'IDI women, this D probably the only sub;ect 
that I am ready to SIDp talking about. Pnl6inbly inftr. UIIDIDDIEly, 90 loag as my body a,minues to make 
spam and I <DDlinue 10 be a big homo, thli• an uoreamtic desire. But ew11 though I don't hl'f1e 1he lumry o£ 
t>tetetating spam doesn't eut, I 1111 callioly racfr b otben to 11art piding up the ma oo diis topic. Pnokly I 
am eager b more people I know 10 start «» ,ring themselva about spam and pregnancy 90 mat they know how 
to act rigm when the topic mmea up. 

The reaoo I • t4lkmg about spam is that my body mab:s it. Became my body i, a woman's body and 
because molt o£ m:, tema1 pannm are queer women, tbil iomindy prams me rib 101ne reaJly irrilatiog and 
shameful problsm, in faa aevaal millioo o£ than beach drop of semai I produce. 

. _ I hale reaching 
dl0IC' IJl0CDl'J1b when I met realiz:a tfm my aJID is aJao jzz, that it could get them pregDm, and 1bey begin 
ttating my cum like ndiolaive wuae. 

' ' 

Not everyone ooe'$ this, and it's not lb I dodl undersund when 1bey do. I wan& 10 get l0IDeCOe pregnam 
just slightJy less than I WIDl 100 yurs o( diarrhea. I have aperieoced • tbaroughly •~ number of pregnancy 
,ara and pregnancy realities. It's difficult 10 apm why doe experiences ieh panic:u1arty awful to me as • trans 
woman, but rm going to give • my bat dbt. 

If I have UJ¥oceaied ta with • cil woman or • tram man, rhae is always • chance that oo manr.r bow 
many honnooe:s I've drowned my balls in, I could get ,omeooe pregoam. That ,cued me beb:e I trumlioned b 
all the oormal reuons, and became I knew that I wu going to eYelllUafly ttmsitioo. P011t-tramilioo, pregnancy is 
sary. When I have to COOlider 1he poaibiiy o( pregnancy happeoing to my lovu, Pm reminded forcdully and 
IDlwillingly o( my xx life•• boy. To Alie the obvious ,-Ja,g 6bout my sperm ,mm me ftid Jiu• boy again in• 
rea1ly b«I, l»d HT, Ha9illg • comasalioo about mt pcwtbilcy of prego,ocy an aim be difficult, too, because 
depeudiug on my lava's ape• ieoce and how much 1bey have done thm bomewort, these are o6en the momentS 

when I am ab:d tbe mmt emci•ally difticula, imppropriae, or ba:uu qoeam about my body. 

Typically I am asked (Jllelb0lll about my body that I hne oo answers b, lib what my spam a,uri is and 
how stati.,riaUy libly it is that I will mock aomeooe uo. 
Nobody knows this stuff, and no one should have to. 
Make contingency plans, but don't worry about statistical likelihoods. 

I practice safer xx, but ahbough my 9mJII pnim ue almost always impeccably knowledgeable ebout 
STis, fiwd ~ and safer 1e1 pr.am, 1he sad reality is that b mmt of than my spera. ,epesmts the first 
time they have hid ~ wmusly oomider the poaibiiily cha& they mwd get knocbd up. 

r never tell me the odds! 7 , I, &&&,HII'& • -, 



.. .. 

get ready to talk barrier methods 

Most basically, if a lover has no experience dealing with the nsk of pregnancy and making decisions that 

account for that risk, n's mon? Wcely that they will begin to treat my cum Wee • haurdous substance. In my 
expenence when a lover is unfamiliar with sperm and/or bodies Liu mine, It rome potnl they are likely to have an 
epiphany about sperm. 11us realization often OCXlll'S at the worst possible moment and spurs a very difficult 
impromptu discusoon. During or immfdiatdy afrr sa seem to be the two most popular times to have this 
conversauon For the rerord they are without question the two tt-orst ames to discuss preg11MJC}'-

. _ Myrum 
stops being cum; suddenly it is babies, it is liquid p~. it is all sorts of things that queer women aren't 
supposed to have to worry about. (N01 my \,\,O~.) How an I help but feel like Typhoid Mira when that 
happens? 

All of my desire comes to • grincting hah became I feel inhuman and undesirable I havt to struggle to 
remind myself that even though my body makes sperm I am still a woman It's especially irnporum to me that my 
bod~ and the things that come out of it are never treated with apprehension or disgust by my lovers. Therefore th 
easiest way to shut down my desire i.-. 10 tree my rum like tt's more dangerous than anyone ebe's. But realistially 
the risk is basically the same. 

Let's be reaJ here, we are NOT tailing about plutoniwn or niuoglycmne that needs to be handled with 
tongs and hazmat suits, we are talking about rum. The only difTemn between my rum and• cis woman's cum is 
that mtne could p01ernially fertiliu an egg All of the prean,tions D«Sl'1IY for having sq/er sa l11't the same. A:s long 
as vou already have a 6nn gwp of safer sex and barrier methods there really isn't much to learn when you begin 
having sex with • trl1lS woman or • cis man. The other major consideration is simply • corningency plan for what 
to do if something goes wrong. 

In ~hon: have a safer sa a,ovet$l100IJ and maie a JNan for tbe pmsibi1ir, of t111 unwan,ed pregnancy 

Ill 
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+Know how sperm work. Know how eggs work. Know how pregnancy occurs. Take everything 
seriously. 
+ o one knows their own sperm count Please don't ask. 
+ Don't even discuss the odds of pregnancy, amrme tbq are 100'6. Use barrier methods and don't let 
sperm into your body. 
+Don't treat semen like it's roxic waste, treat it like it is semen: a substance that can cause pregnancy and 
transfer certain kinds of diseases. Take it seriously but don't panic about its presence. Use barrier 
methods to prevent pregnancy. 
+Use birth control as a supplement to barrier methods, not a replacement. You need condoms. If you 
want two layers of protection, consider birth control but understand what you're taking. 
+Use spermicidal condoms and lube if you want, and w,less anyone is allergic. Why the fuck not? 
(Unless someone is allergic. Then, that's why the fuclc not) 
+Doo't treat hormooe ttplaa:mmt therapy like ha.by insuranct it isn't 

• 
Mate. 

Re-animate. 

+ Tall about pregnancy with sex parmers, preferably sometime that is not immediately before, after, or 
dunng ~x. Mm a plaa Avoiding the sub,ect is not going to help. Neither is tailing about it 
incessantly. Make your plan and use prevention mea.rures, aka barrier mt:tbods and safer su proctKe$. 
+Whichever party can become pregnant is the person who needs tO talk the most during discussions of 
pregnancy. What they want to do if and when a pregnancy occurs is what you will be doing, penod. 
+ If you are a potential sperm dooor, what you control is whether you have sex and whether you use safer 
sex practices. That's it That's what you ultimately control So if your partner doesn't want to use barner 
meth~ or would prefer to carry a baby to term, it is your responsibility tO know that and to plan 
accordingly. Your final prerogorive is always to not have sex with that person 
+Either of you can always say no, and no means no at any time. Stop means stop. And 'get off of me' 
means 'get off of me.' 
+ The best way to prevem a baby is to maintain safer sa practia:s: particularly, always use a barrier method 
+Spenn can live ootside a body for a while. They can also live inside someone else's body for a while. 
Don't let perm into any orifice and stop the problem before it begins. 
+ If your partner is a trans woman, please don't call the spenn donor "the daddy" even as a joke. Don't 
+If you are concerned that you might be pregnant, get an over-the-counter pregnancy test first They are 
very accurate . _ But pick up a second kit while you're at the store 
anyway h is customary ( at least where I am from) for the sperm donor to pay for a pregn<IDCY te$t. 



Sperm Meets Egg, Now What? 
+See a doctor. Whatever you decide to do, see a doctor first She can give you one last pregnancy test 
and tell you what your options are as well es direct you to resources. If at all possible, know who you are 
going to see and choose your care acx:ordingly. You don't have to go to some asshole; find a good doctor 

who will treat you with respect. 
+If you decide to have an abortion, that ts first and foremost your decision. The sperm donor does not 

get a vote. 
+ If you are going to have an abortion, you will have to pay for it This is one thing you should disaJss 
with your se."< partner as soon as possible: if this happens, who will pay for the abortion? Use your best 
judgment about what is fair, but make a rontingency plm I always keep money in reserve in case one of 
my sex partners wants or needs tO have an abortion. If thts is not possible for one or both parties, discuss 

that as well 
+If you decide to have a baby, that is your decision, and yours alone. 1ne sperm donor does not get a 
vote. They are also legally responstble for expenses you incur during pregnancy, whether they want the 
baby or not Make sure everyone is aware of this, but regardless, they are responsible for your love child 
+ Yes, you (jet to use the word "love cbild"' if you dedde to have the baby. 
+if you decide to arry the baby to term, the usefuln~ of this zine ends. Seek out a midwife, doctor, 
information, and as much support as you can find Ask for help loudly and as often as necessary. And 

truly, best of luck to you. 

Science teaches us all sorts of interesting stuff about the ht.ma -
lowly sperm: inhabitant of the semen, denizen of the testicles and n ~-l COOSlder the 
friendly e~lorer. ~rm are popularly known for looking unc~for:::t:S:i'::: Ul;'polerly• f 
congregating in ludicrously large numbers, and for causing people to es, or 
cells are gametes, essentially smaller versions of their counterpart c~t ~egnant. 8 Sperm_ 
av_a,. spenn cells are grown almost constantly, are very small, and number i eggs. ut unlike 
m1ll1~. Sperm begin their lives fn the interior of the testicles before movi~ the tens of 
epid1<fymus ~re they pick up a tail. Equipped only with this whip-like tail =~ard to the 
they are earned and nurtured in the seminal fluid that makes the a ream, 
are tenacious and relatively difficult to kill. They can survive :r a ::;:-;f semen,- Sperm 
human body and still fertilize an egg; inside a htman body they can SU"" mef outside the , ... ve or to 5 da . 

There are sperm in almost all semen and in .. • pre-cum" as well. 

· There ar · tr semen, and it only takes one to swim the distanc t e mt ions of sperm in every drop of 
what happens after that, things inevitably becOO: ~a;' egg apt~ form a zygote. No matter 

e com icated and more expensive. 

Sperm are haploid gametes. 
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Let me tell you about my 'no-zones' - I don't have any. I am the inverse of stone. 

I love being touched and groped everywhere on my body without exception. Human touch makes me 
feel good, and I crave ,t the way I crave sunlight or air or water. Touch makes me feel good about 

myself. It makes me feel present In my own body, which is how I prefer to feel. 

So it makes me sad that 
since transitioning people touch 
me less frequently, love.rs and 
friends included. I'm talking about 
everythin& from holding hands to 
fnendly touches on the shoulder to 
vigorous rubbing of the upper 
thighs. 

l • ' • 
.. 

•No, I wasn't actually on edge, It's only that you're the first pet"t- t 
... _ • ...,n o touch me today I,. It ds 
u .. n lt is. I am not a pathetjc loner who no one touches but I do w nd wh' soun wo 

, o er ere all the touch went and why it 

• 

.. 

• 

went away · 

I think what's going on most of the time is that people - my friends included - are afraid that they're 

going to touch me In the wrong place or that It will seem disrespectful or something. Basically I think 

it's an attempt to be pollte. Lovers do this too, generally more at first. I appreciate the sentiment. I cuess? 

But it's Is lrected, and If that politeness makes It all the way to sexy times ft becomes a real 



G"\/ ~Please stop being polite.~~ 

. lght feel different than what you're used to 
What feels friendly and polite to me is touching me._ My~ m fr ch other. Trans is not catching, 
in subtle ways but really it's just my body, they're all a little different om ea ' 

and I don't usually smell. h 
1 want you to touc me. . 

. venient way to introduce the topic that I ve foun~. 
That's a hard thing to tell anyone and there ,s no con ft hether you' re my friend or my lover. If 

d t rt touching me more o en, w • . 
But really, please stop being pohte an s a f way although ,f you did I wouldn t complain. 

you're my friend I'm not telling you to go out o your ' 

• Touch makes us feel human, it 

(it's not llke I don't notice 
when you shy away from me 
even If you pretend not to. 

I can tell the difference. anyone can.) is what makes us feel welcome, 
and loved, and alive, and beautiful, 
and utterly wanted by the people (I notice when my touch or 

my compllments give you 
that deer-ln-the-headllghts 
look, or you don't know 
how to respond. 

who love us. 

I notice when It takes you 
longer to hug me. I feel It 
when we share a bed as 
friends but your body Is 
rigid. I don't say anything 
but I notice. 

These things mak• 
me feel very sad.) 

But it we're fucking then I really need you to touch me more. Touch me all 

the time. Do go out of your way, because most lovers I've had for the past three years who weren't 
other trans women have erred on the side of caution and left me feeling untouched, and untouchable 

"Untouchable" is a rotten way to feel, especially when you're trying to fuck. Not to dwell on the negatM! but 

when someone doesn't touch me It also sugests pretty strongly that they don't find my body sexy. I know that's not the 

case If we're fuddng, so what's up?I Put your hands on my body! Find the pa,rts you like to 

touch, then touch the shit out of.them. What feels s~xy to me is being touched a lot, all over. The more 
hands on my thighs, arms, chest, belly, legs, hands, shoulders, and back, the better. 

~ j PLEASE stop BEING POLITE, 
\!1 '-"" and if you are NOT being polite, 

then STOP THAT TOO please. 

I want you to 
touch me, and really, 

I am very touchable 



Because you are my lover, because you are my date, because we 
are fucking, 

I want you to touch my tits, even though they are small. I want 
you to kiss my lips even though they are thin. I want you to 
hold my hand when we walk down the street. I want you to 
suck my body, my nipples, my finger tips, I want to feel your 
tongue on the insides of my thighs and in between my ass 

cheeks. You are beautiful, and there is no place I don't want 
to touch you because you are beautiful. Every part of you 

is gorgeous and sexy and right. 

I want to feel the same way. I want to drop into your arms 
and be held as tight as you can hold me because I am 
beautiful and special. I don't want to wonder whether 
you're scared to touch me, I want to know that you aren't . 

It can be hard to be touched sometimes, 
.. 

when I'm so used to no one touching me, but I want 
you to touch me. Even those rare times when I can't be 
touched, of course I wish that you could touch me and 
comfort me. And please know that if I'm not touching 
you, it doesn't mean that I don't want to. You are so very 
touchable, I want to touch you all the time. 

(It gets to me 
sometimes, I 
admit. I start to 
wonder "am I 
touchable? Does 
anyone really 
want me?" And 
of course vou do 
and I know that, 

but 
I want you to show 
me anyway.) 

this is what I know: 
I KNOW that my lovers want to 
touch me, I know that they see 
me as I am and think "that is 
the sexiest girl in the room, and 
she is my girl," and because I 
know that I am asking you to 
touch me. 
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Because I'm a dyke and because this zine 

is about women, 1his is ue 
doesn't have a lot to say about guys, ahhough I am a fan I 
identify as a trans dvke and most of my lust is reserved for 
womert I really love women, bm I've run mto some challenges 
daong as women that l want to talk about. 

One 1s non-ma1ching equipment. There is a ba\ic 
difference there, and it •~ frustrating 10 deaJ with lovers who are 
experienced except with bodi~ like mine. I get sick of being the 
first trans woman X person has slept wnh. I wam my lovers 10 

get m~• body and not 1rea1 it like a confusing math problem I 
want them to ha1,e at least a rough idea of how l work, and 1ha1 
doesn't aJways hap~ 

I don't want to give you the wrong impression: most 
of the time having sex with cis women is great, just 
like having sex ,vith trans women. ... \ gain, because I' 
a big dyke, I fucking love women's bo<lies. I love 
pussy in any form. 

I never did wry well 
with maigh1 girls. 

When I started dating 
dykes, (and that happened well before I 
traruitioned.) I di~vered sex partners 
who were as interested in having 
imeresting, challenging sex in a varietv 
of ways as I was. That's one ~ure of 
ood sex for me. 



• 

Here's another: sex is good for 
me when the woman rm having sex 
with treats me like a lady, (not a very 
ladylike one,) and dykes are good at 
that. Sex is great when the woman Pm 
fucking also has the skills to fuclc all 
sorts of bodies, including women with 
penises, like me. Some of that comes 
from practice. 

I know the differenc 
between a beginner blowjob and 

a goou one. 

but on the other hand that's 
not always how I warn someone to go 
down on me. Often rm more 
interested in getting eaten out 

One group of challenges that 
I've found has come from dating other 
femmes. (I'm a femme and rm often 
interested in other femmes.) That is a 
challenge in itself, but being a trans dyke 
doesn't make it easier. I'm used to 
courting and dating femmes and 
feminine queer women; that doesn't feel 
at all like a problem or a challenge to 
me. But Ive found that it is a challenge 
for some of the femmes Ive dated. 

Femme-femme desire is a hard thing to 
talk ahout. The prohlcms don't show up 
where misogynist jokes would asswne, 
but there are problems. I feel like, having 
dated plenty of femmes in my life, l have· 
the advantage of experience. I know how 
to court and date other femmes. 
Sometime~ they don't have much 
experience dating other femmes, and 
that creates frustration and problems. 

As a femme, I function best when I 
am being actively courted and pcrsued. 
Staying in and ha,ing SCA is great, don't 
get me wrong, but one likes to be taken 
out and shown ofT. When you don't know 
hon-to do that for someone, sometimes 
you just don't. When that happens I feel 
frustrated. It's a dilemma and, sadlv, the 
same factors that taught me to cour~ are 
the ones that make me an unhelpful 
source of advice; I do not advise anyone 

, do what l did and pretend to be a boy for 
several ears. 

~tment my cis lovers sometimes get 
'from other dykes. An acquaintance in 
Portland who has dated trans women 
put it this way-. "Other dykes treat you 
like you won the jackpot if you're dating 
a trans guy, but they act like you don't 
know what you're missing if you're 
dating a tram woman." I don't see a lot 
of that unwanted pity when I am 
around, but I hear about it, and it 
frustrates the hell out of me. There is 
nothing - nothing - that a cis dyke or a 
trans guy knows about fucking women 
that I don't or can't know. Matching 
genitalia does not come with a guarantee 
that you are a good lover. It's actually 
curiosity and a hunger to Jeam as much 
about your lover's body as ·possible that 
makes good sex. Likewise I feel 
frustrated by the implication that I'm no 
fun to fuck. I am a good lay, if you 
basically know what you're doing. If 
you don't know the first thing about 
going down on me, that will be 
challenging. If you have never fucked 
someone in the ass, that will be even 
more challenging. 

But that's the reason I like dating homos 
in the first place: we're usually up for a 
good challenge and arc good at learning 

.,how to fuck people. That's part of who 
we arc as a people. Other queer women 
constamly impress me b) being more 
adaptable, resourceful, flexible, 
and devious than l might have guessed. 
And I generally guess in the direction of 
"resourceful pervert." By and large my 
lovers have recognized that they have, 
in fact, hit the jackpot. 
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Thankfully I haven't had many bad 
experiences dating cis women that 
were specifically about them being cis. 
But 1 know that this can be a 
roug~ subject for some trans women 

as well as for our cis lovers. Sometimes 
people leave a situation feeling like they 
got burned and it can be a struggle not 
to generalize the situation or stereotype 
based on the negative experience. 

The hardest things for me, I think, have 
come from the moments when a lover 
has acted ashamed of me and my body. 
At least for me, those moments are even 
harder when the woman in question is 
ashamed or afraid of other queer women 
knowing who she's sleeping with and 
what we get up to at night. In those 
situations I think the best thing to do is 
to get the fuck out of Dodge as quickly as 
po11sible. You just don't deserve that. 
Being someone's shameful secret is 
not a good or healthy place to be. 
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-I Say Things About Tram Women 

I wish my lovers would tell me more 
things they find sexy about me, because 
I live in a world that doesn't tell me 
much of anything positive about my 

I body or my life. So I have Started 
keepfog track of compliments and saving 
them for when I need them. I also 
write down the things about other trans 
women that I find sexy. 

I want to 
share some nioo 1hings I've written 
down about various lovers. 
Anonymously, of course. 

Hey girl· I like your 
strong, smooth hands. 
Youte a great kisser. Your 
smoky voice makes my cunt 
twitch. Your rosy cheeks 
are simply the cutest I 
daydream about running 
my hands down your spine 
and playing with your 
asshole. Your thighs feel so 
good against my ass, strong 
and soft. Your eyes are so 
pretty that I want to grab 
you and kiss you every time 
that I see you. You are the 
smartest bitch I know, 
including myse/£ You have 
a way with words that 
makes talking to you on the 
street an exercrse 1n 
restraint You are sneaky in 
the best way. No one has 
ever made me feel as sexy 
as you did when you 
fucked me last night, 11nd I 
really mean it. No one. 
Your energy is contagious. 

g.-i effiu1,-e ,. nh me 
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"Being with her 
makes me feel like· 
I'm 16 again; small, and 
naive, and horny, and like 
everything 
is possible" 

You are very gentle at all 
the right times. Thank you 
for fucking me in the 
lounge with the door 
unlocked, the new of 
campus was really 
spectacular. You are so 
sw~ and so funny. You 
have reaHy cute hair. I 
want to cum on your tits 
because they are so 
gorgeous. Youte pretty. 
With your words and your 
body you make me feel like 
I'm the sexies~ smartest 
woman in the room no 
matter what I want to lie 
around and listen to n1usic 
with you aD day. You are 
an amazing dancer. 



I felt small and silly and embamssed the first tiint I 1$ked my lovu 10 fudc me in whit I named my cur., and vuy vuy 
naked. Telling someone bow 10 fuck you when you doo'I hlYe the words is difficl1h, and you end up doing a Joe of show md wl. 
All homes are like that but some bodies haYe more OIIl'IC$ than others. For a long time I didn't even know what my body pens were 
ailed or the shape of the ones inside, I JUSt knew how they felt and that my balls went up inside me. When I nllliud that I wamd 
someone to fuck me in this place that 1 had no name for I WIS eicited, but also a itt.le sc.ared. On the one ~ I cfidn'I rully need to 
know what to all my pans in order to show one of my lovers what IO do. When it canv nghl down IO • all I WIS ~ for WIS for 
her to fuck a hole. On the other hand, saying what I wa1lled wan't ruJJy the scary pert. 

The scary pan, I think, was that I couldn't think of anything 10 compare with whtt I wa.rud The way my amts needed to 
get fuc:kui was son of like lou of thing,, but not eoaly like 1J1ythi.ng, not ewn really doee 10 anything I coold think of. So I WIS a 
little aftaid that I might get bun and a little afwd that the person who WIS fudq me would get tired of trying to figure out my body 
on the fly. I got over it, pertly by taking a bath. 

It WIS the coldest pan of W.mra- in Mkhigao and because rm atreme.ly senririve to the oold, I oeeded &o keep my apanmem 
warm even though I bundled up indoors My !tUdic> WIS old and drafty; ice coUeaed in the dosca and on the window sills Since my 
utilities were mcludut in my mu I decided to make the most of them. The acam hat WIS impomble 10 rontrol ao I had to choote 
between •orr- and •of[• When they were on the radiators were hot enough 10 melt plamc, but if I turned one off they might an go 
off, SO they an stayuf Oil. My studio apartment became I grunhou,e. The only way to cool off WIS to open a sauo-less window or 
twO, and then it became a greenhouse wim flurries. In the bethroom I had a claw foot beth rub all to mysdf and locs of vuy hot 
water; I don't think I ever took a shower in that~ Early in Wuur I looped blue rope lights all around the unused rods and 
behind the ~nt blue-floral shower amain. When I dc»ed the door and turned off the main fight the room would fill with blue 
light and steam !rom the bath and flurries would drili through the window. The effect WIS sttene and othetworldly, and probebly I 
little trashy 

I think the two of us 1.11 that tub premd againtt ach other's bodies must have loobd very ,ay and very beautiful. We talked 
and fuckut and ran mote hot water and talked some more. Between us thtre wasn't much room b water. I told her about naming 
my cunts and then I med if I could show ha' how to fuck them. S~, I faced her, put my feet up on either side of the tub, and 
then showed her where my amu were. She pulled me our of the bl.th and into the bedroom. put me on the bed, and told me to 
show her aglJl.l. 

I know that she felt the tmderness and vulnerability of the inornax, because she didn't make any jokes. Usually we joked all 
the time when we fucked, but we were both very quiet as I showed her bow to press her fingers ioto me. What I remanbu moct is 
her eyes, totally focused and intent. I could teJI that she was trying to 6gure OUI the best way to fud: me right, and be was doing • 
fantastic job. My 10a clenched; I farad myself to relax. Her fingers were p,ecise. slow but deliberate IS she determined w the 
best spots were. She smiled and 101d me to look 11 her. More and more of her fingffl were inside me, pressq harder and harder as 
she fucked me with my own body and hm at the same time. My eya rolled bad into their mets without any irumiooal instruaion 
from my brain, which was slowly shutting down, preparing b something incmte. An aching sensation pushed up my spine and bad 
and an through my hips, spread out chrougb me. 

I drooled a little, my eya went blurry and wet, my voabula.ry ~•porated. All I could do and all I wanted 10 oo was be in 
myself, in my body, and feel what was happenq to mt. Everything eJCq)( my body disappeared and an I wanted to do oc think 
about was breathing. If there was 1 •me• in that momcnc she was at the base of my spine, certainly nowhere near my brain. I felt Lin 
I WIS UDCOiling &om umde Seosauoos I bad only gue.J at beoe overloaded spinal reflexa and deep nerves. I tried to map the 
sensations • • _ . I oouldn't put words to the dungs I had felt 
or the pJ,ce that had (eh them, the sensations were simply vise.era), they came fiom t0 far inside, righl &om the nerves. So many 
things are wound up inside of us in that pm d the body, so many spinal naves and organs, anenes, vans, the i.nncrvabon of the gut; 

all of them felt alive, I felt alive. 

I sex story I 
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Deep in the unclean bowels of the internet. nerds and terrible people make 
horrible inside jokes that spread and mutate and eventually become what we have 
learned to call "rnemes." At least 50% of memes ore racist. sexist, homophobic, 
misogynist. or otherwise offensive; the rest involve cute animals. One of the most 
disgusting mernes is the use of the word "trap" to describe trans women. 

One of the most infamous memes on the internet began with Admiral Ackbor 
yelling "it's a trap!" during Return of the Jedi. which was funny because he's o squid 
and he was freaking out. Internet nerds then began using this scene. images of the 
squic},faced character, and especially the line "it's a trap!" to reference sexy images f 
transsexual women. ... 

... 
:; 

') 

..•. 
• The basic structure of the 'joke' is to post a picture of a trans woman. wait for 

people to comment on how sexy she is, then reveal that she's trans, indicated by an • • . 
image/quote of "it's a trap". This meme is very old and shows no signs of disappearing •• i .• : •. : 
entirely. The word "trap'' is now used by some assholes as a synonym for any person 1 

•• • "\ ··: ' .. , .. 
assigned male at birth who appears to be a woman; the "trap" they imagine is being - .. , ,., • 
lured into sexual desire for a woman who has o penis. There is also a latent assumption . il>:~! 
that all images of women invite their sexuality, and so a photo can be a "frap" whether • c .:·, 
the woman in it is masturbating or balancing her checkbook. To be labeled a "trap" is ( • :, 
to be re;:Juced to a sexual object that is taboo. and to be labeled a seductive deceiver - l .. ~wt 
who tritlcs heterosexual men out of their rather precarious sexuality simply by being · •. f :·( 
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My favorite trap of all time is Myra Breckinridge from the novel Myra Breckinridge. 
l love this book dear1y in spite of its many problems. Like lots of novels that fea1ure 
transsexual characters the rep that this book usually gets is really awful: 'it totally 
misrepresents what it means to be a trans woman.• And that's true, it does. There are 
all sorts of things about being a trans woman that the novel gets c 2mpletely wrong. 



Bui Myra herself Is not really a trans woman. she is a "trap": the personification of 
misogynist and tronsphob1c fears of what o woman could be. Myra is not only a 
eminist and a transsexual. she Is also on emasculating rapist who anally ropes a young. 

macho acting student named R~ty with a dildo. 

4 . -.. --

1 hove to soy. the chop(er in which 11 tokes place Is pretty sexy. Myra slowly 

Note: This is 
a rape fantasy 
scene within 
what is draws Rusty further and furth~r int~o d medical sex scene that includes a prostate exam. 

anal massage. and a very deep "h ial!t~ortf during which Myra penetrates Rusty 
with each of his own testicles. At climol ot the scene she binds his hands with basically an 
gauze and ropes him on his knees witfo ~air1y large dildo. Before he leaves to meet his extended 
waiting gir1fnend:she makes him soy "thank you. Miss Myra:· misogynist 

' ;.. fantasy of a ----------------->~.rn~r""IJ,~k,ng ho dangerous 
(what makes the chapter in , and also difficult, and also compelling, is mar you woman: 
are reading a rape fantasy within the novel's fantasy of a woman who enjoys being a rapist. 
The whole of Myra Breckenridge is a kind of extended fantasy about violent women, so when Myra 
rapes Rusty, you're seeing a _puppet show of misogynist fears. I find the fear that motivates it terribly sexy.) 

Myra Breckinridge personifies one of the fears that motivate tronsphobio and 
misogyny. the fear of being sexually dominated by a feminine woman who secretly 
possesses and uses a phallus of her own. one that is larger and more powerful than a 
man's penis. "Myra Breckinridge" is the name of the " trap" incarnate: a woman that 
men fear and fantasize at the some time. the "New Woman whose astonishing history Is 
a poignant amalgam of vulgar dreams and knife sharp realities". Other women con 
and do fear her. too. but mostly because she is competition with whom they cannot 

comi;ie ~ . h~ rap 1s no necesso~ y o ronssexuo. 1 s on y important that she~i-.s l!i0---'­
ch1ck with a dick th?t y~u will only discover when she decides to fuck you with ii. When ,..__ __ 
she does. the act will stnp you of your masculine pride and possibly drive you to 
homose_xuolity. Not only t~ot. she is so seductive and so powerful that otter she does 
these things to you. she will make you soy " thank you. Miss Myra." 

"? • 

I'm _not sure that "trap" is a word that I wont 1rJ ,~cic,,,, for myself. exactly 
I reiect oil of the bull~h1t that goes with the word: the stereotype of trans women 

as deceivers who wc_:mt !o tnck people into fucking us. The context in whic~I see that ' 
word mo~es recl?1m1ng 11 even le~s 0PJ?eoling: it breaks my heart to occasionally 
stumble onto a ,discussion thread In which people ore discussing pictures of my friends 
and w~et~er th~y' ore men or women. I really hove no wish to c laim tl\e words some 
use lo Justify such awful hateful behavior. . 

But I do think it is important that we don't rush to enounce the' trap " too 
to,cefully or too broadly, because contained within that disgusting stereotype is a 
characterization of sexually powerful women that is worth holding onto. We should be 
careful not to reject that along with the phobic stereotypes. t feel similarly cautious 
about we trans women denouncing "lehshizot1on." That denouncement often comes 
immediately before asserting that "we·re not all sex workers" and o discussion of how 
grOS\ "tranny chasers" are. 

.. 
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~ THE NO-LIPSTICK LOOK IS PLAINLY PASSE 

•• 

No. we're nctoll sex workers, but some of us are, and they ore my fnends and 
port of my community. No, it's not okay lo fetishize parts of my body or my identity: ~ 
without my consent, but if I give you my consent, then ,tis okay to obiectify me. Andi 
,s certainly ot(ay•lq_thinlc and soy that I am sexy. because I om, and it doesn't gel said 
enough by the ng t people. . 

I could, and will, go on about why I thinlc "tranny chasers·· is a stupid way to 
name the problem of certain people act,ng creepy. but for now let's sticlc to the 
su~ of trans women as sexual beings. 

C antoined within the fear of the ··trap" is the fear. a reohslic fear. that 
women con be powerful and dangerous sexually. Phalluses are only .2,!),e_ of the tools 
we hove at our disposal to work our sex partners· bodies. but yes, some of us have 
penises and even more of us hove cocks. and plenty of us wont to fuclc other people 
with or without them. Furthermore. our bodies are human bodies. and once you get u~ 
naked you will see human bodies. I~ is the most generally applicable aspect of the 
fear of the "trap": tear that a woman ·s body will not oectectly match one ·s 
exoectahons of who! she should look like.) And unlike simple images, women are 

--• subj~cts with desires of our own. plans ot our own. schemes of our own. 

We don't have to deny ourselves anything or prove that we deserve to be perverse 
Enter tJ, .. .. , u ·~ ,,. ... 

lush 1a Dolce L (c~EL~ 
-- ~ . ~ -

Owning my own sexuality and my desires feels good and is port of be,n~ ,n 
possession of myself. I think we owe ii to ourselves to live in that spirit, 
and not let others lake 11 away from us by sligmotizJng our sexuality or our bodies. I'm 
not a "trap" but I won·t let my aversion to stereotypes of devious. deceptive shemoles 
keep me from doing sexually who! I damn well please. Do I. for example. wont lo 
(consensually) dominate younger men lie them up. objectify their bodies. humiliate 
them. lease them seduce them, and fuclc their bodily orifices until they can barely 
breothe2 Yes. I do. That is port of what I wont. And when they leave to soy ··thank 
you Miss Miro" 
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Almost none of my 
lovt"fS have ever slept \l,lfh a trans \I.Oman ~fore me, ,o thty h.1,t no b.t\l\ for compan'<>n. no <'lpenmtul 
lmowl~, and acc.- therefore in a.I.most unchant'd tt'mtOI') Mo,1 of th<" propk l\e <lept w11h ha,e ~t11 
ama.ang lovers, and usuallr vrry t"xpenenccd \t \tUlly But most ol tlut e:..p<'ncncc ,~ from tu., u1g ,;e,: u,th 
bodte~ that aren't hi.e mine. l! <uall) the womt:n they 'n )lept w1tl1 lun· Ix-en c1,, tlw fll('ll iht'} \ e slt"pt with 
are mm, whether cis or tran,. 

When I've med to talk about thi, w1ll1 fm:nd~ the respon5e I ~t 1s brgdy ~1lcnet:, inco111prehrn<1on, 
some sympathy No one k.nou·, qwte \l.ll3t to do or what rrughr ~ ht'lpful Sc:tk out pam1trs \I. ho h;aH: 
eiptt,ence with tr.ltl!, women) Sure, I ca.n do lhar Ancl I can do my bc,1 10 t:<lucart' and affinn tlur 11'< ou~ 
to not know dungs 

But how can a potcnual lo\'er find out more about having sc·x .... ,,h me \I. hrn thrrr 1S Ltc rally almo,1 
,rothrnJ wntten about sex ,nth rnns \loOfllt'n; E,m •,omeuung I cons1drrcd 01U) portuiU, accura11: or rrur 
would be helpful ~cau,t" 1t would gin· us somct.hmg 10 swi from. a common point of rt'lerence \\ 1,rk111g 
without anrdung hi.e th,<, I end up rtsomng 10 fll('taphor and ,ho\l.· and tell I hme arr: not had 1oc1h for 

tducallc,n. but I know W<' c.an do lx-11rr 

So \001Ct11ncs on~ or mor<' ot u gt:t 
!·or 1nsunce, companson~ to ho\\ Ct, &u,tntt"d or ,hut down hecau~ of 1ennu1ology 

women and CJ\ men hk<' to fuck aod get fuckt-d ,\nd who ran fituh that; U"lng the wn~ \\Ord, 
ut, to pui ti nu Idly. brlw1g a 1.irtle so11Ythtng. for your ~x1~t p1rt, 1 a total cold sho" rr 
Spea.kJng onl} for my!,(.'lf, I don'1 fr·d ~ty tn~it10g lkyood thr word) thcrn_-chr 1\ th<' frustr.ttKIII 
compa.o',(lflS IO gur' d1ckc; 10,jrtq11tlfl!,, and Ul('r<.' th:u come £mm an 1ruJ~1U1tt" rqibct'fflN'lt or the 
arc enough \ub wuul thftrrc-ncc< in how I'm an11~. I frd th~ <'5pCCsall \\ 1th Cl.lf'hcnu~m, 
wtrw tlut J balk at telling <omcont: Ill "fuck mi and fl('lltr.lli✓t<l tc-nns 
cunt," ...._,,hout cKpwanon ., I don't hi.e calh11g an) pan of m, bod) 

" . No, not my asshole, m} .~unt, ·•m~ pan.,," "my hits," nr e p<"<'Wly "my 1unlt" I 1 0 1 
" No, not ,Ul~b.r, pl~ n\Catl rally, does aD)ODe actually enjoy the 
" (I !ere. 111 <.ho\\ fou) ~-ord '"junk"? My body isn't 1unk. A, fu u 

__ _ _ 1ou and I arr con, cm{d, anHhmg ·ou find on m1 

body 1\ gol<l pbted. dw,,on<l <.tudde<l ~cal 
pint<' trc•a~urc, ou .; My bod) p.ar1<. arr awe~~ 

111 
__________ 111111\ F n,,:;:;- I hne: ""'""'"' """'"",,awn, •>du', b«,u~ I ''"' m• bod! 57 
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mod~ person and I don't en1oy feelmg like or 
a~ like I'm ashamed of my body. Usmg those 
kinds of euphemisms fills me with a shame dut I 
don't really feel ex«pt in those moments. 

(Also ... smce we're on the subject, pJease 
don't ever use the word "treasure" while we're 
fuc~. I'm soay I brought 1t up. Thanh.) 

What is even mott unfortunate is that 
requests and demands to "cat my fucking 
pussy," "ut me out," or "suck my clit" are so 
rarefy met with enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable responses. The worst 
reactions have been laughter, or being told 
that what I'm asking for is impossible, or 
being called a lez, o_r being told that "that" 
isn't sexy. First of all: bullshit and second of 
all: luck you. 

It's no fun to give a quick " 101" talk to a 
lover about how they shouJd address my organs. 
aJways feel like I shouJd have made little name ags 
and prepared snacks. But I must say that it beats 
the altemat:Jve, which 1s to risk someone tc11ing me 
something about my "dick" or "cock." No matter 
how my lovers identify or who they usualJy fuck, 
this problem Just won't go away. 

cump e: ove every g to 
oral sex with almost any partner. However, I 
doo't like receiving "bloWJObs" because so often 
the scenario my lover constructs in their mind is 
that what they'te sucking on is a cock. Ir's not. 
fa"Cfl if it looks like you're sucking on a big ol' 
erect penis, I assw:e you that you are not sucking. 
on a cock unless I say otherwise. C&:k:suclting 
can be really hot, but on me it usually feels • 
ridiculous, unwanted, and silly. It also seems to be 
the analogy that comes easiest to most of my 
lover:s when they go down on me, and that's 
unfortunate. 

The &ct remains that for me, good sex generally ttquitts some uplanauon or even an am.tomy 
lesson. Ultimately, these are fairly brief, and once we get started talking they're usually a lot more interesting 
and fun than l thought they wouJd be. These days fucking me proper means getting a qwd how-to on the 
wguinal canals and usually a little speech on soft peruses. I imagme that lots of tt2JlS \Yomen, however you 
like to fuck., ha"e simuar speeches or lessons that you've learned to dole out quickly and effiocndy, 1f perhaps 
JUSt a little grudgingly. 



11Jel01 Ad ' ~ ;,~tr,, .. al\t n.-'"'' r\ 
The 101 is the conversation that you will 
inevitably have with your lover at some 
pe>int, an educational (hopefully) talk 
about what they should and shouldn't do 
10 make sure that you both have a good 
time and don't hurt each other. For 
trans women one imponant compe>nent 
of this conversation will almost always 
be what words to use for what pans of 
her body. Also which pans can be 
touched, how, and which parts are off· 
limits. All of this is prettY basic. Here 
aresomeideastoacmaDyhe/pJVU 
develop your own 101 conversation and 
make sure that you are heard on the 
things you need to be heard on. ---.a 

+Find a comfortable place to talk 
to your lover besides your bedroom and 
have the convmation you need and 
want to have. The sooner you can do 
this the better. 

It can be tempting to thmlc to 
yourself that you don't need this, that 
you know what you want and are 
already in charge of your body and your 
situanon. But don't kid yourself: the 
way bad situations happen is that 
someone gets overconfident and makes a 
mistake. That might be a simple 
language slip, Jt might be physically 
damaging if your lover doesn't koow 
what they are domg, and either could 
have emononal reverberauons in your / 
life for a while afterward. The pe>int is, 
don't get cocky about this pan of 
commurucauon. Build a consistent habit 
of talking about sex and you will ensure 
that the 101 happens, ts worthwhile, and 
establishes your boundaries. 

the 

+ It's not a bad idea to take 
some time by yourself and think about 
what you want out of sex. Sit down at 
your computer or with a pen and paper 
and start writing: what feels good to 
vou? What have some of your best 
~xperiences been so far? What would 
vou like to do that you haven't? What 
~ould you like to do with this lover in 
parna1lar? Most of us do this wo~ tn 

our heads anyway, putting ll on paper 
simply helps You can look over your 
ideas and get a sense of them as a real, 
tangible thing. You literally have a list 
of what vou want to talk about, a sketch 
of what you want to do Naughty 
doodles are encouraged 

,6-'"!iii,i,,,;;.;, 
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+ I find that it's helpful to say 
something early on a.bout your lover 
doing some research on their own. 
Whether or not they are or feel 
knowledgeable about your body, irs a 
good idea to stay in the habit of treating 
each lover like an educational experience. 
J1lere>s sruff to learn from everyone and 
about everyone. Encouraging your 
lover to do their homework also helps 
you out when it comes to education and 
questions: they will have something to 
work with, even if it's not perfect. And 
they will not assume that you are the 
source of all information about trans 
women, which happens all too 
frequently. 

+Talk a.bout specific sex aa. 
Really roll up your sleeves and get into 
it Can your lover fuck you in the ass, 
and if so, what feels good? What are 
your favorite toys? If your lover is a cis 
guy or another trans woman who wants 
to penetrate you with their own body, 
what safer sex tools will you use? 
What's your safe word? ls it okay to 
pee in your mouth? When does that 
feel good? Do you have allergies? Is 
fisting or fingering an option, and if so, 
in which holes or pockets or orific.es 
should the hands go? TaJlc about verbal 
stuff, mental stuff, everything and 
anything as specifically as you feel is 
important. If something feels hard to 
talk a.bout, it may be especially impott8.l1t 
to talk a.bout My trick in those 
situations is to dose my eyes when I say 
the hard thing, but that may or not be 
hel ful for you. 

the 101 
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. +How do you make the 101 
easier? The same way you make 
anu+I..: . . . ,_unng easier: with pracnce. Practice. 
W ~te stuff down when you're not even 
seemg anyone and there are no 
~rospects on the horizon I don't think 
it's a bad idea to revisit past expe · . . aences, 
posmve or negative, and think about 
what you might have done to make 
t~em. even better, or figure om what you 
did nght to make the good ones good 



I found some pfctures of myself as a 
boy today and I thought about how hot 
ft must have been to put me in a dress 
and fuck me. In the pfcture I look like 
any cute yooog hipster boy you might 
see on the street. I'm wearing what 
was practically the unifonn of my earty 
twenties: a plain red t-shfrt, a pafr of 
tight jeans, black leather boots. I'm 
standing with my girlfriend in the 
driveway of her house after a weekend 
visit. My black hair is poking out from 
under my cap and a few curls spill 
down my forehead, contrasting sharply 
against my bright blue eyes and pale 
skin. Her hand is wrapped around my 
hips which I remember were covered In 
sweet little hickeys and aching, 
delicious bruises. 

Almost nothing seems to me so 
intimately connected with sexuality 
and gender as drag. A host of queer 
theorists and writers have offered 
explanations for what drag is and what 
drag does, but few to none seem to 
notice that drag Is sexy. So many try to 
explain what drag is, but that almost 
seems beside the point. Personally, 
I'm sick of hearing about drag as a 
transgressive gender perfonnance, a 
capitulation to hegemonies of gender, 
a metaphor of queer identity, as a 
transformative experience or as a 
closeted one. Whose draa and lMlder 
what dra.nstances? Wtrf should we 
want it to be only one of these things? 
Drag performers are neither dupes nor 
demigods of gender, but we are often 
glorious. 

I began playing dress up with girts when • 
I was stx, and kept ft up all the way 
through my teens, stealing clothes and 
castoffs where I could. My parents 
moved us Into the country where we 
had no friends, no girts next door, no 
way to escape. Every piece of clothing 
I could steal was precious to me. I 
would sneak into the bathroom late at 
night, lock the doors and experiment 
with makeup and clothes. That's all 
there was. 
like. 

It was YUlnerable and ft was tender and 
probably very sweet and a little sexy in 
spite of everything. I think back to 
who I was then and I wish so much that 
I could smile at myself, hold that gtrt fn 
my anns and tell her she was perfect. 
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A while back a friend and I were 

talking and s.he mentioned the . 
proliferation of trans guy porn, erotica, 
and art that have been produced In the 

last 10-15 years. 

Although I love that It exists. 
I am envious of Trans Tiger ~eat. 
I wont that for me. 
and I get sick of not seeing trans 
women making it happen 

it's awesome to be taking 

charge of your own sexuality and body 

there are reasons why 
more trans women haven't stepped up 
and done more of rt already, and for the 
most part those reasons suck. These 
mclude our Great National Fear of 
Fetishizat1on, discomfort with sex at 
many levels for many people, a desire 
to not be like those ''icky crossdressers" 
who take pictures of themselves ,n 
beige pantyhose and post them all over 
flickr, general body dysphoria, and by 
the numbers strong internal d1v1sions in 
the general population of trans 
women. 

we tend to cluster, divide, and 
void one another rather than work on 
ommon projects. This 1s especially 
rue 1f and when we perceive ma1or 
1fferences between our own way of 

being a trans woman and someone 
else's. We are sometimes overly picky 
about who we choose to relate to. The 
straight trans women often don't want 
anythmg to do with the queers and vice 
versa. But I want every trans woman I 
can get as fnends and allies, 1f not 
collaborators, on many projects 

It •is• very frustrating to feel 
left out of that, even moreso to feel like -.111111-.r-------------.llli•_, 
you don't have access to anything like 
it could never do what they have done . . ----

Anyway, my friend said to me 
that she was frustrated that she 
couldn't go out and take pictures of 
trans women and then display them in 
the Lexington. "That's already out 
there and it has a name, it's shemale 
porn· 

. ... , 

J . .. _ 

I considered that, and 
responded that I thought she was 
wrong. That if she made the images 
thetl they wouldn't be shemale porn. 
Look at all of the other kmds of porn 
that have been reappropriated from the 
ear1ier monopoly on porno-graphing 
held by straight white els guys with 
cameras We have learned that part of 
getting a handle on our own sexuality is 
to make our own pornography Cis 
women, queers, people of color ... all 

sorts of folks have already done this to 
one degree or al)other. But, it hasn't 
happened for trans women. Yet. 

,#. ,·. : 
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,. This Is a project that V!e must 
take up, for so many reasons. One of 

' the most important is that we need 
Image contrpl. As we know from Juha 
Serano's Whipping Girl. from our own 
experiences, and from the work of 
otbers, trans women currently have a 
huge i mage problem. The roots of this 
problem are extensive, but they include 

transphobia, they include misogyny, 
and they include stigma. 



We've 11.1st about got the name 
of the problem nailed, all of the 
stereotypes laid out in front of us, a sad 
collection of usual suspects the 
shemale, the pathetic older transsexual, 
the tranny hooker, the murderous 
psychopath, the deceiver When we 
are represented we are violently 

misrepresented and m1scharactenzed in 
certain ways that we re well fam1har 
with To fix the problem we need to 
represent ourselves. and we know that 
There are obstacles. We know that too 

A few years ago I found some 

old copies of the zme "Drag" in the 
archives of a university library I took 
pictures of everything I could get my 
hands on for future study because I 
knew after 5 minutes with the 
collection that there was something 

there, a LOT of something 

In particular what I found that 
was worth unearthing was a spmt of 
sisterhood and cooperation between 

drag queens, transsexuals, and 
crossdressers manifested in anicles that 
talked about our commonalit ies and 
shared experiences as well as our 
shared poltt1cal struggles across 
communities No matter how 1deahzed 
or fictionalized th,s spInt was, I think it's 

worth looking back at fondly and 
remembenng that we have been trying 
to change our ,mage. trying to fight side 

by side for as long as trans women 
have been calling oursel..,es by thOse 

words. and even before. That is part of 

But one thing that we ~m 
much less certain of Is how to show 
ourselves being sexual without reducing 
or 1tmI1Ing who and what we are. I hear 

about this problem all the time. As I 
mentioned, we have become very good 

at blaming this problem on 
' fet1sh1zat1on, at targeting fet1sh1zat1on r------------ and the stereotype that we are sex 

workers, and also at pinning this 
problem on others {chasers and 
whichever first cousin-of trans we don't 
ltke th,s week.) I am sick of hearing 
about ,t I am ready to stop naming 1t 

and start rewriting the story 

w owe are an It Is part o w at we 

do We don't Just b,cker, we also make 
strategic alltances, we also wnte our 
own stones, we also make our own 
media We fight for what we want and 
what we need, sometimes w,th 
handbags and heels thrown at cops, 
sometimes simply by talking to each 
other. 

We can be sexual without being 
sexuofued We really can The key Is 
simply to get there first, to talk out how 
we are sexual and to create our own 
images of what that looks hke, of what 
we look hke 



When I think about this project 
I ften think back to feminism in the 
o 60 d 70s because I think we're late s an , 

far enough behind that we need to 
borrow some of their tools. We are 
smaller, we are more spread o~t, than 
cis women have ever been. It is 

ossible to be a trans woman and not 
~egularly see other trans ~om_en, at all, 
ever. For that reason, I think it's 

Probably a good idea to d~ some 
• · This seems to consciousnesyra1s1ng. 

happen every time we talk to each 
so why not make It a other anyway, , 

conscious effort? And since we re 

already talking about shared_ 
experiences, shared perception~, 
shared bullshit, shared perspectives, ~e 
should also start talking about the pa s 
of being a trans woman that are 
actually pretty great. I thil'lk ~e ~eserve 
that much and that we can give it to 

each other. 

Some of the things we will say 
will necessarily be strategically limited. 
Sex is hard to talk about when you are 
us. And the ridiculous but nonetheless 
real burden of representation is going 
to feel heavy on our shoulders for a 
while. How do you say all that there is 
to be saidi' The answer is that you 
don't. 

Say your own part. Take your 
own pictures. Draw your own art. Fuck 
the haters, and keep going. The rest 
will work itself out. 



t-1rst, courting is about makin 
a ge.ture for someone else 
Courting doesn't nt're.SS!tate · 
spending lots of money or being 
super fonnal or enforcing strict 

..___ ___ _. gender binaries. We're smarter 

CourtingBillM11• -

than that. But it is about makin 
g~tures that basically say "l respect 
you: Whatever the specifics, let 
ges_ture.:. of rt'SJX'ct guide your 
actions. 

\\'h~ I was a young boy of 18 I had the good 
fortune to fall rnto the company of a woman with manners 
who liked to be courted. I really liked courting, and J got 
pretty good at _it. I lit my dates' cigarettes, held doors, 
pulled out chairs and pu~hed them in, insisted on real 
dates, complimented freely, all the stuff that helps anyone 
have a good date and feel relaxed. But as a boy I often 
struggled to assert my desire to be courted. The two most 
common excuses - and they were excuses - I heard were 
"I don't kno-w how" and "But I want to feel like a girl.· 

These days l would respond that it's not hard to 
learn, and that courting someone doesn't make you 
an • less a woman, it makes you more of one. 

Thi I've always found that asking 
a lover on a real date is a good 
move. It feels good to be asked. If 
they're not into it they will say so. 
Be explicit, be direct, lay out your 
intentions. Searching for a line? 
·rd like to ask you out on a date: 
You're halfway there already. 

Pl,mgt e,•trylbing 
011 J/,e ntfll shi111111tri11g 

,.really like being courted and yeah, for me art o . . . 
who are, interested fn me will court me a little, at 1:ast o:C~mg a girt ts the assumption that people 
return I m more than happy to court back. I've found that a tn a while. It makes me feel sexy. And in 
making your date feel sexy no matter who they are. httle can really go a long way toward 

btigts 

On the other hand, never taking )-O\!Ylovu 
on a date can gh·e them good cause to wonder jU5t 
what it you two are doing. In my experience this is 
just as true for dating relationships as it is for putt.I) 
sexua1 relation;;hips. Even if you·re bothju~t in ,t forth 
fucking, ifs good to ~how your appredation by courtirnt 
romf'One a little. by taking them out and showinv; them a 
good time 85 a gesture of care and appreciation. 

When that doesn't happen, it gl.'neralh makes me 
feel pretty gross. J feel suspicious that I'm being used for 

e.x, but not in a hot wa:,, more like a convenient w:l\ . 
Absence of courting also make~ me wonder "'hether th 
person rm fucking is a:,hamed to be seen with me, and 
that's a terrible ~uspicion to have. It feels l!;I'OSS to wonder 
if you re someone·s dirty secret. (Knowing you are can be 
a different story. but I digress.) 

Some of my lo\.-ers have been excellent at courting. Some 
have been absolutely a"'ful at it. Courtship i& delicate and 
complicated enough a topic that it d~n-es a full amcle at 
some date in the future, but for no"' plea:-e allow me to 
thro-.,,. out a few general sugge$tlons. 

Fourth, if you're on a date with 
someone. you are on a date 
with that person. The rest of the 
"'urld, barring real emergencies, 
comes second. Plan dates so that 
this b practically possible: don't 
wandrr off. Don't - for example -
lea"e your date at a dance in her 
fanci ·t dress walting for you. 
That's bad form. Finalh·, tr;to 
remember that courting someone 
doesn't automaticall) assign you to 
a gender role or .strip you of one. 
Boys can (and should) be oourted; 

.,._ ___________ Girls can (and should) oourt. 

Take 

65 



Jntimidatjon: Tbe Perfoctly Obvious and the Perfectly 0~ 

One of the more difficult obstacles to sunnount when talking about sex is the intimidation factor. 
Far too many of us are scared to talk about sex 10 detailed specifics because we're not sure where we 
stand The familiar anxiety of "they're all going to laugh at you" doesn't answer to reason, logic, or 
experience. When we're unsure of ourselves sexually it's easy to simply stop tailcing. After all, most of us 
probably have been shamed at some pojnt for not knowing what one of our friends or lovers takes for the 
perfectly obvious. 

It's like the old joke about how many hipsters it takes to screw in a lightbulb: "You mean you 
don't know'?' Sex is where many of us feel the most exposed, the least knowledgeable, the most in need 
of teachers and advice and plemy of practice. Sex is one of the hardest subjects to admit one's ignorance 
about or lade of expenence. Irs also where many of us feel the most at home, the most confident, the 
most powerful, the sexiest, the most lcnowledgeable, the most experienced. And many of us feel both 
ways intensely and at the same time. There's no contradiction here, just the nonnal, everyday vertigo of 
experience and knowledge of a subject that's hard to ta1k about. 

We can blame rulrure for a minute. 
Amenan popular rulture loves to tell us that sex is 
nature~ good, and above aD, nonnaL Also insmctual 
and obvious and frequent. We're meant to believe 
chat aside from learning a few safety ~utions your 
body just lnoW1 what 10 do "'ith itself and someone 
else's body. And we're told lhat bad sex is more or 
les.<i the opposite of this,totally boring ,md rep1:titiYe 
brand of .. l?nocl sd'. bad sex is allegedly 
what happens when you try too hard 
we·re ',Upposc<l to believe that bad se..~ is lbually 
qwte speofic m tcnm of c;exual acts, fttls forced to 

one or more parnopams, is one-sided, or involves 
(god forbid) effort on.:i learning 

We're meant lO laugh 8l lWO people tryUlg 
to make sex work between them because, as any 
prime rime soep opera will show you, sexual 
chemistry 15, instinctual You just lnoi+: You're l10( 

supposed to need a manual You're llOl supposed to 
nttd objects aside from your two bodies (no more, 
no le\$.) The music rues by itself, the lights go 
down, and the montage begins. 

If you're reacting th.is, odds are very good 
that you already know that th.is is c.omplece horseshit. 
You probablv know it so thoroughly lhat od<k are 
good you wrote a paper about why it's h<neshit at 
some point, potentially for a women's studies or 
gender studies class. You're probably pretty sex 
positive and don't buy llltO that kind of bullshn. 
Well, mostly. 



But I can -:oum 011 one hand the number of ttmes I've heard a friend sav ''I love teaching p pie 
h W to fuck me!" You folks ~out there who do ~av that ~on of th1ru! and you are .twcwmc and we 

all benefit from you. The rest of 11s could ledm a lot from you, not JUS~in terms of the knowledge rou 
have but the enjoyment you get from teachmg people ~xy slulls. There's tons of demand for semal 
mentoring, so we llllght as well enJov n lt 1s a growth industry. 

Mostly I hear the opposue ''I'm so sick of having to EDUCATE everyone! ·•or" rm tired of · 
hovinJ;J to teach " Farr e11011gh You have a nght to ~ ~1tk of wh~tev~r you wc1m 
B~t o~e you sick of teaching b~ouse you·re doing so damn muct, of it 

· or are you srck uf It btcau~ you s1mpl)' don't Wee tea(hrn~? 
fo other words are you /migued, or does it just feel uncool to be fucking someone who is less skilled? 

Sadly, there's no trade school for fuckmg The best of what we have 1s workshops, manuals, 
instmaional DVDs or boo~, advtce columns, and above al~ mentors. That 1s tf you're lucky enough to 
be mvolved with someone who reaU~ knows what thev're doing Many of us are 
undereducated about sex in some respects because we're most used to having )<- \ .,,h people et 
approximately the sdJTie level of e:cpenence and ~loU as we are. Obviously Pm O(lt speaking for everyone. 
Lots of us have had mentors, have been mento~ 

And yet many of us faU biid nn ,ame 
old routin~ , I.lit: fundamcn~l\, and practice diue over 
and over. Practice 1s one comporwm of good sex 
cenrunly, but n's nor everythinP, LiktwLSC the 
fom1lu.r refr11m of "11'\ eU 1bou1 commuruc.ioon" 1.m'1 

wrong, bur has 11S lunit.mon\, Commurucsoon 1\ nn 
magic ucke1 to 1n11,, e~celle111 sex h's 1JT1ponant, 

es~nual even, but hy itself n's ul11ma1ely JUSI words. 
Good sez is also kammg and sharwg sblk how 10 do 
parot11lar tlung, and do !hem well, nnd learning !he 
~Xlbwoes and ~mil\ of our ho..lies. 



No, sody fhere's no s.x 5Cho0I ~ the one thotw.-V. created for cx.netYes hferms of self-ecM:ation 

onct ~•. But theirs no small tting. n.. ail we teach eoch olwi 11 •••· We hove bult an 
fnitituffon In queer community of teactino each ott?tr how to lid oncj leanl_ng as~ as we c~. _. _ 

t least qbout !he lh,!?OS fncit drectt(lnt«esl US. • • 1lat omdl obrious aod 
~ ri&fjl We '-n 1hql &on, ,u d:iit mm us tieaei bwi-s or~ tht ffl we fu¢ 

Soiib1hattim&sly. SGlllll~o••.ta«i,.,.ilJJIO!Jlml. hbJbubowwehM• 
from one eoo'JIIIW to ttit nm, from ooe ~ 10 ihe ~and.,._ m beoer md bcQa, Jown; 

But are trans women actively dOing these thin~. achMng our seXi.Jal expenenc.e..and 
knowledge and passing It on. teaching each other how to fuck~ not really . 

someone has to go someone 
bu IO~ seaincf. And then we have to bep it 
going. We are going to have to ,rep up and an 
~ about detaili Pm talking &bout the speci6c 
~ of what~ body is doing when you ere 
having sex. 

The more suspicious responses Pye 

~ to 1hls zine have abo been the 1llOSt micmt 10 
disclose just dtesc son, of thiogJ. Ooe peratw1 IMf) 

~ ~ ol RYiot m ffl'"~ e troria. as 1f Im having ?ou finding that) 
In 
r.a what rm hoping )'OU'I ~ wih me • very 
difermt an ICC0WU of how you have the hr.st te:t: 
1hat )'l?Uve had; 110( a $10ry about it. I lt'IZat a?.,_ 
ski/J, rmb. yoa. In t11 lim/Je a, rbtii. H we an foals , 
our~ on 
commuttQting what worb and what hai felt really 
good. I think lhe md ~ will be better and better 
sex for us aB and our lovers 

--- .. -·-· 

The projed of •fucldng Trans Women" 
Is to create o documented, shored account 
of how we like to fuck and get fucked. 

It Is to create a shared. ongoing community 
resource In print. As I've already said, a 
cookbook that catalogues how we fuck. 
ln any and every way. 
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That's the more difficult task. the roore intimidating wk putting ~ of )oorself out there 10 

be helpful to oiheis. &it if$ also the more rewtldiog wk because, if you pw a 1itile wort: in, you an 
end _up ~ ~~ that helps you unders&and wha.1 good sa is jzr ~ SOIMlhing that helps 
remind )'0U what an Ultensely sexy person you are and wha1 1.11 ~ lover you can be. 



Ne been IIUJC bmer loYers, odwt ans 
women, mmdl, lllJ'l0DI I can tits o£, to pesa ekq 
word ibout tis project because whet PYe Wll1'l!d 10 

- • ., ompooring "IIDl2inc, .emHeCrel .... 
end m:,wledp eblg the tines cl '"wait 'Ii )'OU beer 
me rcy lhinc •1• cicr It l00lt me I while 10 
undencaod~I wam9t geaiog lie ,aprma I 
wmted from bmu lawn. They hove lhet ..• reasons 

I wn., ..diow-.c M lilq abcJm aa 
1., 11m ...., is <i!6c:ak. It'• iMimideiq, 8eiog me 
fine penoo 10 pu1 my,e1 out mere mm~ 10 

open myf!l/l up • much • I cm, ii riiky, ,csy, . 
ci¥a me•--. &lz wnigo.. How tmdl do I 
mly know? How much e.xpaience do I ICIIIII)' 
.baYe, and bow much wit ii~ 10 ~ . - . . -
I've med hard not to position myself as 
ahy lctnd of expert; but Instead as aA 
2'J19D.lz~ f1!!9...Q sexual rabble-< 

, wrote something but it lclnd of 
stoled; 11 get bocJt to i tomooow. 
°' maybe never. WhOtever: 

• "I don't 'Wllll people 10 mc,w how 
iuapaiax:ed I wu. • 

"folking to olhef Irons women obovt 
sex :s depressing.-

These ore not good reasons ••I don't W10110 go &n&.• 
•~ootuelblveany,binc10ay.• 1 

got,_.,..,, from.,.,,.~~-. .,.-..,,onbod,. 
to avoid talking to each other: 

. there ae NO good reasons to 
avoid talking to each other. If it's 
depressing to talk to other trans 

, women about sex, !rs because w~·re 
not doing enough of ft and we're 

, not talking about the right things: 
, how to fvclc and get fucked in wa:ys 

that feel good to us and good for 
us. 

i This zine is your formal invitation 
• to stat. 
t 



,0 

Why is th.is issue the 
•,o» issue? Why not #l? 
Well, it's /JOI because I was 
inspired by comic books in the 
1990s that swted introducing 
#0 issues. Or maybe it is, a 
little bit The Zero issue 
typically explaim a lot of what is 
going on in a perticular oomic 
book for new readers without 
aaua1Jy interrupting the main 
story. That pan is catainly true 

of this issue: I wanted it to get 
conversation going by providing 
somedung to worlc off of, 
something to write bade to and 
add to. It's also true that I 
didm want th.is issue to be #1 
so that co~ors couJd have 
the c:bance 10 be in the first issue 
rather than the second At a 
certain point, when I realized 
that there simply wasn't enough 
material in the submissions Pd 
gathered to make the 1ine I 
wanted, I decided I would do 
one whole issue myself to get 
the ball rolling. Now, I am not 
a humble person, but I did feel 
a little strange about "Issue #l" 
being oompletefy composed of 
my own material. 'That didn't 
feel good to me. I feh like it 
would defeat the pwpose of 
writing that whole first issue 
m~ because it would seem 
like th.is 1ine is my rine, my 
personal outlet and project 

This zine is your zine. 
I decided that "'#0"' might 
convey that a little more plainly. 

This zine is aJso #0 
because there isn't room for 
everything I want, because so 

• much of it was done on the fly, 
and because Pm nervous about 
the pans of it that are not 

perf ea. Literally everything in 
this issue is mine, including 
every mistake, omission, and 
problem. When something is 
not perfect, it is 100 my fauh. 
All of my weaknesses show 
through: the bad °'lightboxed" 
art created from photo collages, 
the images that were obviously 
bonowed wxler fair use, the 
notable absences. 

The absences are what l 
worry about the most. The 
most frequent (and ignorant) 
criticism at the outset of this 
project was that it was 
impossible and/or offensive to 
create a "how to" 7ine about 
having sex with trans women 
because it would not be 
comprehensive, and/or it would 
ny to say there was only one 
way of fuddng trans women. 
That's a dumb criticism. The 
goal of this project has always 
been to coll«t st0ries and 
knowledge, not to authorize 
some and call those The Whole 
Story. That said, there will be 
absences especially at fust. I ask 
you to bear with me and to 
contribute your own knowledge 
in order to fill in the gaps. 



By The Numbers 

Last Summer I created a short survey 
in anticipation of this zlne, designed to collect 
information on what people were looking 

forward to the most and to get folks writing 
about their own experiences. The results were 
interesting, at times surprising, and at other 
times enormously frustrating. What I kept 

seeing was cis people and trans men, interested 
in dating and having sex with trans women but 
stymied by their own shyness and lack of 

information. Almost all of these people took 
pains to express that their desire was for people, 
not identities, or that they didn't want to limit 
their pool of sexual partners. Eventually they 
would get around to saying what they really 
wanted to say, which was that they were 
interested in trans women. Finally. 

I also got lots of responses from trans 
women with very little or no sexual experience 
or with mostly bad sexual history. More than 
one woman said that she had never had a 
positive sexual experience. Sadly I had expected 
some of these responses, but each one seemed 
to catch me off-guard. A significantly 
overlapping group of trans women and women 
with trans experience or similar reported that 
they had major problems with their current 
genitalia and that this was a big part of why sex 
so far had not been enjoyable. These responses 
made me sad, but also angry for those women 
who hadn't been able to build an enjoyable sex 
life regardless, or find other things to do with 
their bodies. Whether they wanted bottom 
surgery or not, I wanted them to be .having fun. 

From the data I got a rough sense of 
several common problems. One seems to be 
that cis folks are shy about dating/having sex 
with trans women, and also about naming that 
desire and claiming It as valid. I think this is 
related to the fear of fet1shizing someone else's 
body. That can be a bit of a ledge to walk, and 
that Is a subject that deserves much more 
discussion at a future date. Ukewhe, I hope to 
see articles and work from trans women who 
have ideas about why sex 1s sometimes very 
difficult and not enjoyable, and some strategies 
for making It better. I have a suspicion that 
some responses of .. , hate my penis" could lead 
into more complicated analyses of what 
experiences and dynamics make that so, beyond 
or in addition to dysphoria or disconnection from 
our bodies. 

Finally, there were a few really 
amazing and encouraging results. I say a few but 
in truth the number I would call encouraging is 
somewhere around" of the respon~es, bout 20 
responses in all. Trans women and our lovers 
reported excellent sex, new ideas, great 
experiences, fantastic love-making and fudting 
and debauchery. Many of the responses felt 
giddy as men and women described the fantastic 
sex they were enjoying regularly, sometimes to 
their own great surprise. These results say 
something. 

They say that we are winning. They 
say that on our own and in small groups we have 
already started to strategize and think creatively 
about how we fuck and develop methods for 
getting around certain shared problems (by far 
the most common being communication and the 
101 talk with new lovers.) Below are some 
anonymous selections from the survey that 
caught my attention. 



"To have sex with me someone has to understand that they aren't going to get a "chick with a dick" in any 

way that that dick is doing any penetrating." -. . , -~------B!!llllll!!l!!!!!!! ___ ll!!!!!I'~~· 
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•1t depends oo who I'm with. Most people, I like to use my body mostly to please them. I often have a bit 
of trouble using my penis, because feeling "penetrative" is associated with unwanted feelings of 
masoilinity, but if a girl wants me to penetrate her, I'll probably do it, as long as she's not a dick (pardon 
the pllll) about using her dick as well (if appropriate). If woman is cis, I like strap-ons. I feel proud of my 
body when other people and ~ like to look at it and it brings pleasure to me and my partner." 

•1 pretty much want to know about anything relevant qr Important to any partner I have, their body, their desire, 
the ways they want to be touched/not touched and any other needs around sex/intimacy/dating/talking etc. (And 
vice-versa, want any partners to be equally Interested/engaged in me, my needs, my body, etc). Also, I think having 
speclflc information about safer sex, fluids, birth control in a zlne - and maybe tips for how to have these 
conversations in a respectful w I 1.• 

.. 

•1 hate iving the Trans 101. I attempt to make it as sexy as possible, but I really ~e trauma arou~. 
having the diSOJS8ion and answer the nervous questions about my body. I know it's necessary, but 1t 1s 
not sexy to me at all. I have had successful and sexy Trans 101 's, but they are rare, and I dread it each 
and every time. Something I partic:ularty hate is when people - especially trans people or dykes - stop 
mid-way ttYOugh because my panties come down and they see rm pre-op. This has happened a few 
times, and rm starting to have a bit d a trat.matic react.ion about dropping trou wi_th sexual partners, and 
Ifs plalng me off. Regular.partners, « those who don't bat an eye at trans bodies AND understand my 
genderqueenty, really tlm me on. I have found that, while rm a very open and slutty person, I have this. 
one wall that can only be overcome by those who have no qualms about my body (which either comes 
with reguar aex or just that right sort d person), ~ it leaves me both turned on and Vetrf emotional.• 

. 
· learning that a body pan doesn't equal a gender w9t iJppmlnt • my • Javer a.ad I em · 

I mew that ii tb«xy, a:ad war able to be CIIJ o/Jy a:ad u,e the a:mct proaoam a:ad all tbat - but wbea I wcu D(lfecJ with 
~ it wrz.r a di/fm:nt J«zming procm. I figured it out efflltually; I IOlt of just wish 1 bad not imm«lil1ldy ,hanxJ 
«xne of the thiDgs I war tbialing with my gidfrimd, tlx,agb; aftjeDd wooJd have beeo hffltt ,o tall to.• • · 

" ... learning that it's okay for me to be ahraaed to trans women! While, as I said, I've had lovers an over the map, I 
do have somewhat c:l • eendency to go for a ct.rta.in type ci skinny smart femme sfighdy awkward trans woman. and 
I had some shame about that for a while- feeling like I was being a tolaJ fetishist or a creepy "transsemsual' person or 
someth· .• ' 

"I do remanber the 6m time l fucked my first trans lover-U-. the ass- and that was . ~-.-----'--. 
and_tender IO feel her opening up 10 me like that I remember with much amazmg ~~ rt.was'<> hot 
behind her bead and how hot she for a more casual date prmmg her arms 
came she said . got that. I remember the first time with my long disiance lcM:r, how when she 
slep( toged,a ;::, ~ ~ ~'t ~w _what to say, and how different that .is from the most recent time we 
~ ... oot 'ann1.vn..;-~ I ~~-tunes ~ • row, made ~ come hard and it was really good mt she was 
.._..,u..,.y r-..,5......,'5· remcuwoc:r one tune I had my all ·ec1 
teasing her and eventually £ucJcing her (I chink, I ' pmwy partnu ti up, and I was 1.0UChing her and 
rime I was thinking about her ax:lc as her dit and C: ~~) and ~ ~ a 6~ stoned and the whole 
same ho.......:~ • ~ as IIWIL .. and it's all JUSt different evolution from the 

--s,u u.., '5~ anyway. 



~ ~oys ~"! Other Gops 

~ :. know who dmn\ 
~ lnaki it into this issue in a big 

ay? Boys. The reason boys 
n't appear much in this issue 
that there isn't space.There are 
veral mega-topics like "'men" 

that also don't make a huge 
appearance, and I want to name 
a few of them because they are 
important, and should be 
incorporated into whatever 
meager beginning to the 
conversauon I have created here. 

here wasn't 
time or room 
to be 

1ubml11lon1 

"Fucking Trans Women" is an 
ongoing publication seeking 
submissions: art, writing, How-To 
guides, diagrams, instructions, 
and other creative products. 

If you would like to submit your 
own materials, please email: 

... Pin V fucking, trans/ trans 
sex, the asshole . 

Among these topics that 
are unponam, pres.sing, and 
extremely relevant are BDSM, 
race, differen1 kinds of privilege, 
how bodily diffe~ shape 
sexual experience, anal sex, 
gender play ... the full list is 
extensive. About the time I hit 
20 pages of single-spaced mini­
essays and ank les and 
instructions I real.ii.ed that if I 
tried to touch on all of the 
things I thought were most 
important, I would have a book 
on my hands, not a zme. 

.. . the prostate, tits, cbt. 
- post-op bodies. fisting ... 

If you are interested In 
participating in this zine in other 
capacities such as design or 

distribution, *please email*, 
we'd love the help 

Future Issues will also feature a 
letters section and a Q&A-+-­
feature. Letters and questions 
may be submitted by email 
to the same address: 

So without surrendering 
responsibility for t.a.lking about 
all this stuff I warn 10 invite you 
to help out by writing and 
drawing what you know and 
contributing to further issues I 
will do my best to keep 
c.onversation going and 
expanding . 

.. .there's so much to talk 
about. 

+ Anal Sex 

+ Trans/Trans Sex 

submit@fuckingtranswomen.com + BDSM 

"fucking Trans Women" is a zine 
for trans women & our lovers, 
whatever their identities. If you 
have something to say, say it! 
If you have something to add or 
contribute to this project 
submit it! We want you just as 
much as you want us. 

This is your project. 
This is your zine. 

+ Your submissions 

+Did I mention 
anal sex?! 

AND MUCH MORE ... 

-



- ·· ' 
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Miranda Darling Bellwether is a 28-year-old trans dyke and student. Mira 1s a femme, a queer, a 
dork, a cocksucker, and lots of other things. Her interests include the history of medicine, the 1920s, 
literature, masculinity as cultural narrative, homos, conversation, and the history of eugenics and 

racism. Mira reads comic books and can't take the cold 
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